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GETTING READY FOR AUTUMN ANGLING

ADVENTURE

As summer begins to wind down and the first hints of autumn
appear in the air, many of us start looking forward to one of Fox
Valley Trout Unlimited’s favorite traditions: the Autumn FOX

Angling Adventure. alley

There is something special about fishing in the fall. The crowds TROUT UNLIMITED
begin to thin, the mornings become crisp, and the colors along our streams and rivers start
to change. Whether you're casting a dry fly to rising trout, exploring a new stretch of water,

or simply enjoying a campfire with friends after a day outdoors, autumn has a way of
reminding us why we fell in love with fishing in the first place.

This year’s Autumn Angling Adventure will take place September 24-27 in Michigan’s
beautiful Upper Peninsula. Our September chapter meeting will be held Thursday evening
at Dark Waters Fly Shop in Iron River, Michigan and many members will be camping at
Pentoga Park for the weekend. For those who prefer a few more comforts, there are several
nearby lodging options as well. On Saturday evening, we’ll gather around the campfire to
share stories, celebrate the day’s adventures, and award the Traveling Angling Adventure
Trophy.

One of the best things about our Angling
i Adventures is that they are about much
more than catching fish. Some members
spend from dawn to dusk on the water
chasing trout. Others enjoy exploring
new places, swapping stories, tying flies,
B lcarning new techniques, or simply
P cnjoying the company of fellow conser-

/ Graemerand his Wife oyl i
, »ﬁshin'g?.:ch e.Middle Branch DESEEES Whether youre a seasoned

" angler with decades of experience or

someone who has only recently picked
up a fly rod, you'll find a welcoming group of people who are eager to share a few laughs and
help make your trip enjoyable.

That spirit of fellowship is one of the things that makes Fox Valley Trout Unlimited special.
We come from different backgrounds, professions, and levels of fishing experience, but we
are united by a shared appreciation for clean, cold water and the places that trout call home.
Our conversations often begin with fishing, but they quickly branch into stories about
family, conservation projects, outdoor adventures, and lifelong friendships.

As we prepare for another autumn on the water, it is also a good time to remember that
every cast we make is connected to the conservation work happening throughout the year.
Habitat improvement projects, stream restoration efforts, youth education programs, and
volunteer activities all help ensure that future generations will have the same opportunities
to enjoy healthy trout streams that we enjoy today. The fish we pursue are a reminder of why
that work matters.

Adventure continued on page 2



Adventure continued from page 1

If you've never attended an Angling Adventure before, consider making this the year you join us. You do not need
to be an expert angler, and you certainly do not need to fish every minute of the weekend. Come for a day, come
for the entire weekend, or simply stop by the chapter meeting and introduce yourself. New faces are always
welcome.

We'll see you
on the water.

As the leaves begin to change and another fishing season enters one of its finest stretches, we hope you’'ll find time
to get outdoors, enjoy the beauty of our cold-water resources, and share the experience with fellow members.

Tight lines, and here’s to another memorable Autumn Angling Adventure!

— Ben Hlaban
Happy FVTU anglers 75
.. outon thestream_

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

September has arrived and that means that we have less than 45 days before the Wisconsin inland trout
season closes to give the trout a well earned break as they enter spawning season. It also means that our
Board will reconvene after the summer break, chapter meetings will resume, Cabin Fever Day planning
kicks off, and winter fly tying is just around the corner.

This time of year always has me reflecting on the work that we accomplished over the summer and
wondering why I did not fish nearly as much as I promised myself. Thanks to Tony Pudlos leadership
we had another successful community outreach event at the Outagamie County Fair where FVTU volunteers hosted a variety of
activities on the first afternoon of the fair. Habitat work days in the Central Sands led by Central Wisconsin TU (CWTU) and
co-hosted by FVTU kicked off in May and will wrap up with our September event on Saturday the 19th. This year’s work days focused
primarily on the Mecan River and Davies Creek and were once again supported by the Chicago area Elliott Donnelley TU chapter
(May event) and the Wisconsin TU Youth Campers (August event). FVTU sponsored two campers at this year’s Wisconsin TU Youth
Camp, Isaac Romberg and Trevin Lapean, and a number of our chapter members were instructors, mentors, and guides. Twenty
youth attended the 4-day camp and were exposed to trout fishing (bait, spin, and fly), river safety, habitat work, bug identification,
casting instruction, skills competitions, guided outings, fly tying, gear selection, knots, and much more. The camp is an excellent
volunteer opportunity and a great way to pass on all we do at TU to conserve, protect, and restore our cold-water resources. Check
out the video posted on our Facebook page to see what the camp is all about. We will be looking for campers early next year, ages
12-16, for the 2027 camp.

In our last Trout Talk I mentioned the publication of the Mecan River Watershed Plan as part of TU’s Priority Waters initiative. Work-
ing with CWTU as part of TUCARES (Trout Unlimited Central Area Restoration Effort for Sustainability), we are supporting a
Wisconsin DNR Surface Water Grant to fund Phosphorus sampling and a Culvert assessment. These activities along with others
already in progress will build a foundation for future work in the watershed. On October 31st, the DNR will be conducting an annual
Redd’s Workshop at the Wild Rose Habitat Station. Participants will learn to identify and log Redd’s (spawning grounds) in both a
classroom and on the river setting. This work is critical for understanding both current spawning locations, but also how these change
when fish passage is expanded through culvert improvement, dam removal, and elimination of other fish migration impediments.

We will host the 2027 Cabin Fever Day on January 30th at the Fox Cities Exhibition Center in downtown Appleton. Last year’s event
attracted over 400 attendees — our biggest event ever! Ben Hlaban will lead the planning efforts and we are always in need of more
volunteers as we look to grow the event each year. As always stay tuned to our MailChimp emails, webpage, and Facebook page for
information on all the upcoming events and volunteer opportunities.

Message continued on page 3



Message continued from page 2

I hope you all had some great fishing this summer. I had the opportunity to
visit God’s River Lodge in NE Manitoba with Dave Coenen and to fish the
Nipigon River in Ontario with my wife Amy and Neil LeDuc of Affinity
Angling. Both locations are home to trophy Brook Trout and Northern
Pike and you can hear more about these trips at our February chapter meet-
ing. Lastly, our Autumn Angling Adventure in the UP with our friends |
from Fred Waara chapter is coming up on September 24th-27th. Our base
of operations is Pentoga Park campground near Iron River - hope to see
you there!

As I wrap up my Fall message, I would be amiss in not mentioning the
ongoing attacks on our public lands, public waters, and fish and wildlife
habitat. It seems that every month there is another attempt to take away or
negatively impact the outdoors we love and enjoy. I generally refrain from
anything political in my messages, but the never ending stream (pun
intended) of issues impacting the outdoors is something like we have never experienced before. Whether its a pipeline gas leak
(Enbridge Line 5 in Iron County, WI), a planned electric transmission line project (BECI and Maribell projects in the Driftless), a
plan to repeal the 2001 Roadless Area Conservation Rule that protects 58.5 million acres of undeveloped national forest lands, plans
by the administration to sell oft our public lands (recently Yosemite National Park), or the latest series of attempts to mine on the
banks of the Menominee River and in the Minnesota boundary waters; we are all called to advocate with our representatives in Madi-
son and Washington DC. TU National provides excellent and easy resources to let your representatives know your opinions (www.-
standup.tu.org). Advocacy is a responsibility of all of us!

A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR

Thank you to all the readers of our newsletter, Trout Talk. This publication belongs to you, our members
and friends. Our best issues reflect the voices, experiences, and enthusiasm of our FVTU community.
- Whether you have a memorable fishing story, a conservation update, a favorite outdoor moment, or a
. helpful tip to pass along, we would be delighted to include your contribution.

We would love to share articles about fishing, member activities, conservation work, and the many ways
FVTU members support the sport and places we care about. FVTU is much more than a fishing club, and
your stories help bring that spirit to life. Please consider sending a report from a recent fishing trip, a note
about a conservation project, a review of an interesting book, a place you visited, or even a favorite recipe
, for camping or enjoying the outdoors.

You do not need to be a professional writer, just share what you enjoyed, learned, or experienced. A short article with a picture or two is
perfect. Your contribution may inspire another member, spark a conversation, or help our friends see the fun, fellowship, and conserva-
tion impact of our chapter.

Our next newsletter will be in December before Cabin Fever Day. The deadline for articles is December 7th. Please send your articles,
photos, ideas, or questions to: Tony Pudlo, Editor Trout Talk  mr.tony54381@gmail.com
Thanks!

The Special
Hook: Daiichi 1280, 12
\ Thread: 6/0 Black Uni

. Tail: Woodchuck, guard hairs and
underfur

‘ﬂ Body: Front and rear, peacock

herl, red floss center band

Wing: Woodchuck, guard hairs
and underfur

Hackle: Brown

- T . .



LET'S TALK BUGS

_ Trout Stream Reflections

Summer is waning, orange school buses ply their routes, meadows and old hay fields are yellow with golden
rods and tinged with the purple of New England asters. This does not mean fishing trout streams is over
though. There is more than a month remaining before closure in mid-October.

Hoppers and crickets still flush from grassy meadows and beetles fall from thickets and trees along the
margins of streams. The green and brown of hoppers match colors of grasses and towering Joe Pie Weed
that bend over streams. These act as perches and launch pads for hoppers. Trout seem to know this or
perhaps they only seek such places for hiding. The wrong wind or an errant hop is all it takes for a hopper to plunge into a trout’s
dinner bowl.

Beetles brightly colored in red and orange will soon match autumnal leaf colors drifting down to streams. In the meantime though,
trout respond well on windy days to beetles pelting down from overhead brushes and trees. A must-have beetle fly pattern is the
simple brown or black fly that floats in the surface film partially submerged since most beetles do not float well. Ants are not to be
forgotten and being similar to beetles, they end up in streams and sink a bit into the visible range of waiting trout.

Hoppers, crickets, beetles and ants represent the bugs reach-
ing closure at the end of their season. In contrast I look
forward to a small mayfly (size #18) that has waited until
September to rise from our trout streams. The Little Mahoga-
ny Spinner, technically, Paraleptophlebia debilis, is on the
wing September and into October through Central Wisconsin
and up into the Upper Peninsula of Michigan. Small to mod-
erate streams (2nd and 3rd order) provide optimal habitat
comprised of gravel and cobbled stone intermixed with fallen
timber. Brook trout streams are an ideal location to fish this
hatch. The Little Mahogany Spinner emerges to form small
mating swarms over the stream, when finished they fall to the
stream to lay eggs. This hatch feeds brook trout prior to their
spawning period in October thereby providing fishers with remarkable late summer fishing in trout streams.

The late summer colors of orange, yellow and purple will blend with the reds of autumn leaves and blazing orange of spawning
brook trout over the next months on the way to fall. While there is time, search out the Little Mahogany Spinner hatches and enjoy
the closure to summertime.

FLY FISHING FOR NORTHERN PIKE

Have you ever thought about fly fishing for Northern Pike? If you haven't,allIcan |
say is “wow — massively addicting!”

A little backstory: I grew up in a canoe chasing pike early and late in the day on
Wisconsins northern lakes and rivers. When I married my lovely wife, about 31
years ago, life got exceptionally busy, so fishing and canoeing took a backseat to
life and business. Fast forward to Christmas 2016, when this same lovely wife
gave me a Gift Certificate to Tight Lines Fly Fishing shop to take a fly-tying class
in preparation for future retirement. Suddenly, a new addiction is born, but
mainly for trout this time!

Then came the 2026 State Council Banquet where I was the lucky winner of a trip
to God’s River Lake Lodge in Canada. Fishing is like riding a bicycle, it comes
back pretty quick if you haven’t done it in a while, and so here we are, back to
northern pike fishing! Now the addiction includes buying bigger rods and tying F&
funky colored large streamers late into the night. It also has included purchasing ;' e
an ugly bucket of a boat and spending a month bringing it back to life; all in the | 488
name of chasing those Northern Pike. I'm excited to be planning many future
Northern Pike trips. Did I mention my resurrected addiction?

Graeme and I will be doing a talk about our adventures at God’s River Lake Lodge at our FVTU February Chapter Meeting. Until then,

keep tight lines on that future 40-inch plus pike! _ Dave Coenen
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HABITAT IMPROVEMENT

Trout stream habitat improvement work has been ongoing since May and will continue through September.
= Work days are the third Saturday of the month and are organized by Central Wisconsin Trout Unlimited
& (CWTU) and led by Shawn Sullivan of the DNR and his fellow employees from the Wild Rose Fisheries and
- Habitat Station. So far this year, we have worked on the Mecan River, West Branch of the White River, Bird
Creek, and Davies
. (Davis) Creek. These < h
' events always start with b S Tk
coffee and donuts and
end with a lunch served 5
by CWTU. All members and their friends and ,,‘;
family are welcome to attend. Bring your waders "
and work gloves. Up to date information and |
details are found in the periodic Mail Chimp
emails that you should be receiving. Details can &
also be found on the Fox Valley Trout Unlimited
and Central Wisconsin Trout Unlimited web sites.
Note that it is kindly requested that you RSVP as
soon as possible so that we can plan accordingly.

The boy reached into the net and cleared the hook and leader from the trout
and lowered the net back into the water. “Thank you,” said the boy.

Thank you very much. I hope you live forever.”
David Seybold, Waters Swift and Still
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WADING SAFELY

Let me start with a confession: I have been wading while fishing for nearly 50 years, and until recently, I did not take wading safety
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Change of address
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Please submit your articles & photos to:
mr.tony54381@gmail.com

cc: lwlindawalters@gmail.com

as seriously as I should have.

What changed?

1. I attended a Wading Safety presentation given by Dallas Moe during a Trout Unlimited Youth Camp.
2. I fished the Wolf River and earned a new respect for moving water. No, I didn’t fall in.
3. I got older and wiser. Well, maybe just a lot older and a little wiser.

Equipment

o Always wear a snug wading belt. It helps limit the amount of water entering your waders and can help retain trapped air, providing

additional buoyancy if you fall.

o Wear proper boots to match the water’s substrate.
Felt soles provide excellent traction on algae-covered rocks but can be slippery on grass and muddy banks.

Studded rubber soles offer good grip on slippery rocks and better traction when hiking or walking outside the water, but they can

be problematic in boats and on certain hard surfaces.

o Wear polarized sunglasses to better spot drop-offs and obstacles. They also reduce glare and help protect your eyes from errant

hooks when casting or freeing a snag.

 Use a Wading Staft to test depth and bottom type. It also provides three points of contact for better balance.

o A PFD is especially worth considering when fishing large rivers, deep water, or areas with strong currents.

Know the conditions and Read the Water

o Check the weather forecast and be aware of water levels, stream flow, and dam release schedules when applicable.

o Clear water is often deeper than it appears, while stained or muddy water can hide obstacles, drop-offs, and changing depths.

Use the proper technique
o Try to walk between rocks instead of on top of them when possible.

« Shuffle or slide your feet when practical rather than taking high steps. This helps you maintain balance and avoid unseen obstacles.

Wading continued on page 13



IN MEMORY OF JIM BAYORGEON

On June 8, 2026, we all lost a good friend and ardent TU supporter. Jim Bayogeon died at age 91. For at least the past sixty plus years
Jim was an extraordinarily skilled trout fisherman and fly tier. His deep concern for, and support of, TU goes back at least to the first
Fox Valley TU event at Van Abel’s in Hollandtown. Since then, he rarely, if ever, missed a Cabin Fever event or TU state banquet nor did
his support for TU wane.

I met Jim at a bar association event in 1968, fifteen years before he became a judge. That meeting commenced a
fifty-eight-year relationship, more appropriately described as an experience, focused on trout fishing. At that time of
Jim our first meeting, we had a mutual court reporter friend, who was born and raised in Shawano County and who was
SEWelfelTe]loW a trout fisherman. He proved to be a source for invaluable information. He recommended certain fishing locations
at which we enjoyed wonderful fishing for the next fifteen years. These various locations were quite remote, not
accessible by ordinary vehicles nor easily accessible by most four-wheel drive vehicles then available. We obtained a
WWII Willys jeep which allowed us to get where we needed to go.

On a pleasant June evening in 1973 while fishing at one of these locations, Jim, my fishing partner, had a once in a lifetime experience.
First a little background. On that day. Jim had just received a favorable jury verdict on an unusually unique, groundbreaking trial. We
were in a celebratory mood. The water, however, was exceptionally high because of heavy recent rains. We went anyway. The usual
banter included fifty cents on the biggest fish. At the stream bank we each went our separate ways neither of us believing there would
be any fish caught. I did catch a fish, a barely legal brookie. I kept it believing, of course, that I'd be collecting from Jim and would be
able to afford a beer on the way home. (beer was less expensive then)

As the woods grew dark, I met Jim at the appointed place on a logging trail. There hanging on the draw stings of his Hodgman waders
(remember those) was hanging a twenty-six inch what turned out to be an eight pound plus brown trout. I dropped my brookie into the
gapping mouth of the brown. it disappeared. Then Jim said but wait there's more. His fabric creel was bulging with a smaller(!!) twen-
ty-four-inch brown.

Jim had been wading up to the overflow limit of his wader when he caught the bigger fish. So, after Jim secured the big fish while nearly
up to his neck in water, the other brown was rising nearby. For reasons I never understood, Jim had some sort of dry fly with him. In
those days we were spin fishing with really short Fenwick spinning rods. Not to be deterred, Jim put whatever dry fly that was on his
spinning line and somehow got the fly on the water and caught the fish.

We did celebrate at the Chute Pond supper club that evening. There, Jim told me he intended to enter the fish in the Post Crescent fish
contest. Upon hearing that and out of a sense of ethics and obligation to all other fishermen, I informed Jim that should there be another
brown trout entered in the Post Crescent fish contest, which was within two ounces of his, I would be compelled to come forward with
information that he had, in fact entered two fish. Turned out, I didn't have to.

Through the years Jim and I gravitated to fly fishing. Jim carried this development
further into fly tying at which he became very competent. For the past twenty |
years or so he kept me well supplied with hex's, parachute adams, caddis, nymphs,
streamers, and his own creations.

When Jim became a judge in 1983, we decided we would change our fishing
practices of exclusively fishing were our court reporting friend suggested. We
focused elsewhere including the west which include, among other trips, a horse-
back trip to the upper reaches of the Yellowstone. It was on that trip I learned Jim
had an expansive vocabulary exercised primarily in the direction of his noncom- §
pliant horse. Fishing was good too.

He was a great fishing companion. Witty. Intelligent and, as the years went on,
always able to reminisce about some of our earlier escapades, although somewhat
inaccurately. That became a continuous point of discussion between us. That is,
whose rendition was accurate. I suspect neither.

For some fifty years, Jim enjoyed fishing success similar to that June evening.
Whether in Canada, Chile, the driftless area or out west, he always did well. For
instance, once we were fishing on the Missouri near Craig Mt. It was midafter-
noon on a tough day. Sunny and hot. Not much action on the number 18 nymphs
we were using. Jim declared a Royal Coachman hatch and tied on a number 12
Royal Coachman. On his first cast, he caught a twenty inch plus rainbow.

The years inevitably take their toll. For the last ten years or so, the perceived or real
hassles in travel resulted in primarily our fishing the driftless area and the hex hatch on the White River. Our fishing practices also
changed. Rarely were we distant from one another and our fishing days became shorter. We started latter and finished sooner than we
had previously been accustom. The late starts were the result of two-hour breakfasts and coffee reliving our history. The early finish the

result of fatigue. _
Memory continued on page 8



Memory continued from page 7

The years inevitably take their toll. For the last ten years or so, the perceived or real hassles in travel resulted in primarily our fishing
the driftless area and the hex hatch on the White River. Our fishing practices also changed. Rarely were we distant from one another
and our fishing days became shorter. We started latter and finished sooner than we had previously been accustom. The late starts were
the result of two-hour breakfasts and coftee reliving our history. The early finish the result of fatigue.

The last time I fished with Jim and the last time he fished was June 2025 on the White River during the hex hatch. Mobility issues limit-
ed his ability to navigate the terrain near trout streams. Nonetheless, the motivational fire to fish burned hot in him. In the summer of
2025, he insisted we explore the handicap fishing improvements made by TU and WDNR on the South Branch of the Oconto. We did
and concluded that, while the development was impressive, it was not conducive for him to fly fish there. And that wasn't the end. In
March 2026 while I was with him at a hospital appointment, he proposed we'd go fishing soon. That fire burned long and bright. For
all T know, it still burns.

— Tom Janssen

Fall. The light fades early; the angler is pinched for time. At sunset he considers how
he might best use the remaining hour, which reminds him—in a flash—of mistakes and misconceptions
of hours, weeks, and years gone by. Don't try to be fancy now, he tells himself; go with what works.

Geoffrey Norman, The Ultimate Fishing Book

THE DAY | FISHED WITH BOB HUNT

Some days stay with you for a lifetime. Not because of the fish you catch, but because of the lessons you bring home.

As a newly graduated biology teacher working at Trees for Tomorrow Environmental Center in Eagle River, Wisconsin, I was still
finding my footing as a fly angler. When I learned I would spend an evening fishing with Robert Hunt, one of the most respected
brook trout researchers in the world. I could hardly contain my excitement.

To me, Bob Hunt was a legend. His knowledge of brook trout habitat was renowned, and I looked forward
to an evening filled with insights from a true expert. I imagined learning the secrets of finding and catch-
ing the largest brook trout, knowledge that most anglers spend a lifetime pursuing.

Our destination was a spring pond at the headwaters of the Border Brule River. As we launched the canoe
into the calm water, I had a plan. Bob would fish. I'd listen, watch, and learn. Rather than casting a line, I
took the paddling seat and observed closely. I wanted to catch something more valuable than fish. I wanted
to catch knowledge.

i-; One of my first questions concerned fly selection. Bob carried a surprisingly small fly box, especially
, compared to the oversized collection I hauled around as a beginner. After a brief search, he selected a size
l;\j J/ 12 Professor fly. On his very first cast, he landed a modest brook trout. As the evening continued, he cast

along the shoreline, sometimes finding success and sometimes not. His confidence in that simple fly
intrigued me. Finally, I asked the question I had been waiting to ask.

“Why the Professor fly?”

Given Bob's expertise in aquatic ecology and trout habitat, I expected a scientific explanation. Surely there was a detailed biological
reason this pattern outperformed all others on spring ponds. Instead, his answer surprised me.

Bob explained that while surveying a spring pond years earlier, he had found a fly box that another angler had lost. Inside were numer-
ous small yellow-bodied Professor flies.

= ; z “I figured that angler must know something about fishing spring ponds,” he said. “I've used that
[rout Stream The IR fly ever since” That was it. No complicated theory. No scientific analysis. No lengthy discussion
p about insect hatches or fish behavior. Just the simple acknowledgment that someone else, even

an unknown angler, had knowledge worth respecting.

In that moment, I learned something far more important than how to catch brook trout. Here
was one of the world’s most respected trout habitat scientists, a man whose expertise was recog-
nized internationally, openly admitting that he had learned something valuable from a stranger.
His confidence did not come from believing he knew everything. It came from remaining
willing to learn from anyone. The lesson was powerful in its simplicity: no matter how much we
know, someone else may have something to teach us.

Prres Over the years, that lesson has stayed with me far longer than any fishing technique. It has
= i shaped how I approach teaching, learning, and life itself. Knowledge is valuable, but humility
makes knowledge meaningful. I went fishing that evening hoping to learn how to catch a trophy
ROBERT L. HUNT brook trout. Instead, Bob Hunt taught me how to remain a student for the rest of my life.

And that lesson was worth far more than any fish I ever caught.
— Tony Pudlo



LAST WEEKEND OF 2026
TROUT SEASON PICNIC SOCIAL AND FISHING DAY

FVTU Members, CWTU Members, Frank Hornberg TU Members, Shaw-Paca TU Members, and WI DNR Wild Rose Fisheries
Crew are all cordially invited to the “Last Weekend of Trout Season Picnic Social and Fishing Day”. Come join us on Saturday Octo-
ber 10, 2026 for fishing and fellowship! A lunch of brats, hot dogs, and hamburgers is scheduled at the Beck Shelter at Bird Creek
Park in Wautoma, WI from Noon - 1pm. Fish in the local waters before lunch, after lunch, or both times. Please bring a lawn chair
so you have something to sit on while eating and rehashing the year’s trials and tribulations and dreams for next season. FVTU will
provide all food and soft drinks and you are welcome to invite friends and family. Please note that fishing is not mandatory and you
are more than welcome to just share a meal and socialize.

Please notify Jerome Herro, by email, text, or phone if you plan to attend and how many people are in your group. Please RSVP to
Jerome by 5:00 PM on Wednesday October 7, 2026 so we can secure the proper amount of food and drinks! This is important for
lunch planning and in the event of a cancellation. Contact information is as follows:

jeromeherro@gmail.com and (920) 815-7818

IMPORTANT NOTE: If the weather turns cold and we have freezing temperatures prior to the event, there is a possibility that the
park will not have bathrooms available!

SCHEDULE:

« Morning Fishing (anytime)

o Lunch - Noon to Ipm
 Afternoon Fishing (anytime)

LOCATION:

o Bird Creek Park is located just outside of the city of Wautoma
at the corner of Division St (HWY 21) and 16th Ave.

Address is: 500 S. 16th Ave, Wautoma, W1 54982.

« Google GPS Coordinates: 44.068468, -89.307450
— Jerome Herro

INVOLVING YOUTH THROUGH
FLY FISHING COMPETITION

One of the questions our chapter often asks is: How do we inspire the next
generation of conservationists?

For many of us, the answer began with a fishing rod. Whether it was a parent,
grandparent, neighbor, teacher, or mentor who introduced us to fishing, that
experience often sparked a lifelong appreciation for the outdoors. We learned - e ;
far more than how to catch fish. We learned patience, observation, problem-solving, and respect for the waters and w11d11fe around us.
Fox Valley Trout Unlimited is exploring a new idea that could help us share those experiences with more young people throughout
Northeast Wisconsin.

Over the past several years, high school fishing teams have grown in popularity across Wisconsin. These programs provide students
with opportunities to compete, develop outdoor skills, and build friendships through a shared passion for fishing. Many students who
participate are already enthusiastic anglers, while others are just beginning their outdoor journey.

We believe there may be an opportunity to connect with these students through fly fishing and cold-water conservation. The idea is
still in its early stages, but we are exploring ways Trout Unlimited could work alongside local high school fishing teams to introduce
students to trout fishing, fly casting, fly tying, stream ecology, aquatic insects, habitat restoration, and conservation. We envision
programs that are hands-on, educational, and most importantly, fun.

Imagine students learning why trout require clean, cold water, then heading to a stream to see that habitat firsthand. Imagine a friend-
ly fly-fishing competition where participants not only test their skills but also learn about the insects trout feed on, how stream resto-
ration improves fisheries, and why conservation matters. Imagine students discovering that they can be anglers and environmental
stewards at the same time.

This isn't about replacing existing fishing programs. It's about creating another pathway for young people to become engaged in
outdoor recreation while building an understanding of the resources that make fishing possible.

Take Kids fishing because Kids don't make memories watching tv

Involving Youth continued on page 10



Involving Youth continued from page 9
As with many successful Trout Unlimited programs, the people are the key.

At this point, we're looking for individuals who may be interested in helping shape this concept.
We would love to connect with high school fishing coaches, teachers, outdoor education leaders,
parents, college anglers, fly fishers, conservation professionals, and anyone who enjoys working
with young people. Whether you have experience coaching fishing teams, teaching fly casting,
organizing events, or simply sharing your passion for the outdoors, your ideas and assistance

could help determine what this program becomes.

Most importantly, we want to hear from students and coaches themselves. What would be excit-
ing? What would encourage participation? What opportunities currently exist,

and where are the gaps?

If this idea interests you, or if you know of a high school fishing team, coach,
educator, or potential volunteer who may want to be involved, please reach out to
me directly. We are looking for partners, advisors, mentors, and champions who
can help us build something meaningful for young anglers throughout Northeast

Wisconsin.

Ben Hlaban
Fox Valley Trout Unlimited
Phone: (920) 850-6778

Email: ben@twinspruce.shop
The future of conservation depends on the next generation. With a little creativity, g
mentorship, and collaboration, we can help ensure that future is in good hands. 5)‘?“

JOIN THE REDD SURVEY PROGRAM

Have you ever wondered where trout successfully spawn in our
local streams? The Redd Survey Program is looking for volun-
teers to help monitor trout spawning activity and collect
valuable information that will support fisheries management
and conservation efforts.

A “redd” is a trout spawning nest, typically visible as a clean
patch of gravel where a trout has deposited its eggs. By docu-
menting redd locations and activity, volunteers help gather
information about natural reproduction, stream health, and
how trout utilize our local waters during the spawning season.

Working with the Wisconsin DNR, stream segments have been
identified for monitoring. The goal is to organize volunteers into
teams that can adopt specific stretches of stream and conduct
surveys throughout the spawning season. Surveys generally run
from October through December and may continue into Janu-
ary if active redds are still being observed.

These repeated surveys are important because they help identify
the timing of peak spawning activity on each stream segment.
Understanding when spawning activity is highest will allow
future surveys to be conducted more efficiently while maximiz-
ing the value of the data collected.

To make participation easier, were encouraging volunteers to
work as teams. Team members can coordinate schedules and
share survey responsibilities so that not everyone needs to be on
the stream every week while still ensuring consistent coverage
throughout the season. This approach provides flexibility while
helping achieve the program’s monitoring goals.

No prior experience is necessary. To help volunteers learn redd
identification and survey techniques, the Wisconsin DNR Trout
Habitat Crew will host a training session at the Wild Rose Trout
Habitat Station on October 31, 2026, from 8:00 a.m. to Noon.

The training will cover redd identification, survey procedures,
and data collection methods, providing participants with the
knowledge needed to confidently conduct field surveys. Coffee
and donuts will be provided.

While we hope many volunteers will participate as part of a
survey team, the program is open to everyone. If you'd simply like
to attend the training, learn about redd surveys, or conduct
surveys on your own, you're welcome to do so. The team struc-
ture is simply intended to provide organization, encourage
participation, and help support the DNR's monitoring objectives.

Beyond the valuable conservation benefits, redd surveys are a
great way to spend time outdoors on some of Wisconsin's finest
trout streams during one of the most beautiful times of the year.
Whether you're an angler, conservation volunteer, or simply
enjoy exploring coldwater streams, the program provides a
unique opportunity to observe trout
spawning activity firsthand while
making a meaningful contribu-
tion to fisheries conservation.

If you're interested in partici-
pating, joining a survey team,
attending the training session,
or simply learning more about
the program, please contact
tureddsurveyprogram@gmail.com.
Get outdoors. Explore Wisconsin’s trout
streams. Help contribute to the future of our trout fisheries by
joining the Redd Survey Program.



PREVIEW OF CABIN FEVER DAY 2027

Winter may still seem a long way off, but planning is already well
underway for one of Fox Valley Trout Unlimited’s favorite traditions.
Mark your calendars for Cabin Fever Day 2027, coming up on Satur-
day, January 30, 2027, at the Fox Cities Exhibition Center in down-
town Appleton. What began as a chapter fundraiser has grown into a
celebration of fishing, conservation, education, and community that
continues to attract anglers, families, and outdoor enthusiasts from
across the region.

If you attended last year’s event, you know firsthand how much fun it
was. The 2026 event featured guest speakers, fly tying demonstra-
tions, casting instruction, exhibitors, live aquatic insect displays,
bucket raffles, silent auctions, used equipment sales, and plenty of
opportunities to connect with fellow anglers. It also proved to be one
of the most successful Cabin Fever Days in chapter history.

We're excited to build on that momentum in 2027. The planning
committee has already begun working with the Fox Cities Exhibition
Center and exploring several new ideas. Among the possibilities are
expanded fly-casting opportunities and additional ways to enhance
the overall attendee experience while preserving the welcoming, grassroots atmosphere that makes Cabin Fever Day special.

As always, the event is about far more than fishing. Cabin Fever Day serves as an important fundraiser that helps Fox Valley Trout
Unlimited support cold-water conservation efforts throughout our region. Past events have helped fund trout habitat restoration
projects and support Wisconsin DNR Trout Habitat Crew activities that directly benefit the streams we all enjoy.

Whether you're a dedicated fly angler, a warm-water fisherman looking to learn something new, a conservation-minded outdoor
enthusiast, or simply someone looking for a fun winter outing, Cabin Fever Day offers something for everyone. It’s also a great
opportunity to introduce friends, family members, and future anglers to Trout Unlimited and the work we do throughout the year.
We'll be sharing more information in the months ahead as speakers, exhibitors, activities, and special attractions are finalized. In
the meantime, save the date and help spread the word.

We hope to see you there as we shake off the winter blues, celebrate our passion for fishing and conservation, and continue support-

ing the cold-water resources that make our region so special.
— Ben Hlaban

CABIN FEVER DAY 2027
SATURDAY, JANUARY 30, 2027
FOX CITIES EXHIBITION CENTER, APPLETON




A PROUD MOMENT FOR OUR CHAPTER

Our Chapter has received a Friend to Fisheries Certificate from the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, recognizing our
continued support of Shawn Sullivan’s habitat management crew. This award is a meaningful reminder of the difference our mem-
bers make when we give our time, resources, and energy to improving local coldwater fisheries.

At a recent habitat workday, Shawn thanked our Chapter directly for the funds provided to support the Davies Creek Project. For
the members who volunteered there, it was easy to see how our efforts translate into real, on-the-ground improvements:
Clearing brush and buckthorn helped open the stream corridor and improve habitat conditions.

These improvements made Davies Creek easier and safer for volunteers to access, while supporting the long-term health of the
stream.




Wading continued from page 6

o Test your footing before each step, take small deliberate steps, and avoid crossing your feet.
« When crossing current, move diagonally upstream or downstream while seeking the shallowest and slowest water available.

Be smart about it
o If you are unfamiliar with the water or the conditions, fish with a partner and consider carrying a whistle.

« Don't be in a hurry or take foolish risks. As your parents probably told you, it's better to be safe than sorry.

Should you fall in
 Don't panic and don't worry about saving your rod. Equipment can be replaced; your life cannot.

« Don't try to stand up right away in fast water. Instead, adopt the whitewater defensive floating position: lie on your back, keep
your body horizontal, point your feet downstream, keep your feet at or near the surface so you can see them, and point your toes
up to deflect rocks. Pulling your legs up into a ball or letting them drop puts you at high risk of foot entrapment, where your foot
gets wedged under a rock or debris, and the current forces you underwater. Keep your hips up and use your arms like oars to
steer. Keep your head lifted slightly to watch where you are going.

o Crawl completely out of the water before standing up. Once safely out of the water, drain your waders before attempting to walk
away

In Closing

Wading safely isn't about eliminating risk—it's about managing it. A wading belt, proper footwear, a wading staft, and good judg-
ment can prevent a bad day on the water. The fish will still be there tomorrow, so don't take chances that could turn an enjoyable
outing into an emergency.

FOX VALLEY TROUT UNLIMITED

CABIN FEVER DAY

Saturday, January 30,2027+« 10 am - 4 pm
Fox Citics Exhihition Center = Appleton, W1

= Exhibitors

= Guest Speakers

* Congervation Partners

+ Bucket Raffles

= 50/50 Raffle

* Silent Anction P el Ty
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* Fly Casting My e :rﬂ o

= Food Available on Site Bt 3 s * mOUI WLINITED

4
B

TICKETS

AVAILABLE
OR AT THE

TU.MYEVENTSCENTER.COM RXRMY

FOXVALLEYTU.ORG/CABIN-FEVER-DRY



2026 WITU YOUTH CAMP

Every year, WITU hosts a Youth Camp
to introduce children ages 12 to 16 to
trout fishing and freshwater conserva-
tion. We were fortunate to have good
weather again this year, and the camp
was another great success.

This year’s camp included 18 campers
representing 12 chapters, 28 adult men-
tors, 6 junior mentors, and several
additional presenters. The amount of effort that goes into this
camp is amazing. In all, the event represented 1,270 volunteer
hours, including time contributed by the campers.

On Thursday, campers checked in for registration, orientation,
and dinner. After dinner, they had an introduction to trout
fishing, a hands-on exploration of aquatic insects, lessons on
fishing knots, and raffles.

On Friday, campers were introduced to rigging fly rods, spin
fishing, bait fishing for trout, and fly casting. After lunch, they
worked on fly tying and spent time fishing on the Wild Rose
Mill Pond. After dinner, there was a presentation on invasive
species, poisonous plants, and ticks, along with presentations on
Trout Unlimited Teens and leader making. The evening
wrapped up with more raffles and free time for the kids.

After breakfast on Saturday, our group headed to Davies Creek
to see stream shocking and content provided by Shawn Sullivan
and the DNR crew. We then participated in a workday with the
Central Wisconsin and Fox Valley Chapters and the DNR crew.
We put the "work" in workday, as much of our time was spent
moving and relocating rock in the stream. After sharing lunch

with the workday crew,
we traveled back to
camp for the fan-favor-
ite spin casting contest
and fly-casting work-
shop. After dinner, we
got out on the Waupaca
River for trout fishing
and then took some
time to unwind.

Sunday morning started with breakfast, followed by trout
fishing on local streams. After a great lunch, the kids were
presented with awards and prizes before heading home.

I think this event is as enjoyable for the adults as it is for the kids.
It is very rewarding to see the campers learning about the things
we value and love to do. A special thanks to Linn Beck for the
time and effort he puts into making Youth Camp such a fantastic
opportunity for the kids. His organization and steady leadership
help keep the event on track and make it a success for everyone
involved.

Youth Camp continues to be one of WITU’s best ways to pass on
trout fishing skills, conservation values, and outdoor confidence
to the next generation. Thank you to the mentors, presenters,
chapters, DNR crew, and volunteers who helped make the week-
end possible.

If you are interested in getting involved or donating new or
gently used items for the kids™ raffles, please contact Linn at
chlbeck@att.net.



