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As one of the founders, John Hammond brought life to Fox Valley \F,g )I(I g
Trout Unlimited. He then invested 50 plus years nurturing the chap- R Ob-l-

ter for all of us today. John knew that just starting an organization UNLIMITED
was only a beginning.

One of John's greatest passions was fly fishing for trout. When
\ ) .~‘ he had the opportunity to join a group dedicated to care,
B Sy repair, and renewal of cold-water fisheries, John was right at
the front. He nurtured our young chapter with a high standard
for its’ goals. He understood the new chapter grew with selfless
volunteers. John even understood early marketing for the
chapter by gifting a small box of trout flies to the new pastor of
his church. New members can come from anywhere. Even on
the 50th anniversary of our chapter John offered his longtime
support. The day before our 50th Anniversary banquet, John
started a very long day at 4 am with an Honor Flight to Wash-
ington, D.C. John served as a fighter pilot in Korea. Even after
those long flights the day before, John arrived at our evening
banquet to address our guests. That dedication to Trout Unlimited provides today’s members

an ideal to live by.

All fly anglers are aware of the function of the leader in their rig. That important section of our
fishing gear connects the thick fly line to the fine filament where we attach the fly. We have been
blessed to have a leader like John who connected the beginning to the future of our chapter.

John will be sincerely missed by our chapter. A fitting way to remember him is to dedicate
ourselves selflessly to the resources that are becoming more important to the future. All the
effort we put into our chapter today benefits trout anglers of the future. For over 50 years, John
proved volunteerism was not for glory, but service to humankind. Let’s do what we can today.

*
FROM COMPASSION TO COMMUNITY_____

I recently returned from a gathering on the Mecan River with people who care about trout
fishing and conservation. The group included accountants, teachers, laborers, artists, people in
their 80s, and young adults with toddlers. Despite their differences, they got along wonderfully.

Community continued on page 2



Community continued from page 1

Their shared commitment to preserving quality trout fishing for the future created a spirit of respect and camaraderie that is rare today.
The day was defined by compassion for the resource and pride in what we accomplished together. That common purpose made it easy
to trust new friends and, I would say, deepen our compassion for one another.

Why do I participate in Trout Unlimited? Because of the people. Through TU, I have met trusted, loyal friends who support one another
in both difficult times and joyful moments. Our compassion for trout habitat grows into compassion for each other. I have made many
meaningful friendships through TU. Join us at our next event and see for yourself.

— Tony Pudlo

X

APRIL ANGLING ADVENTURE RECAP

This year’s April Angling Adventure reminded us that spring in
the Driftless Area always brings a little bit of everything, includ-
ing challenging conditions, good fishing, and even better cama-
raderie. Members from the Fox Valley, Central Wisconsin, and
Fred Waara chapters gathered in the Driftless Area from April
16-19 for several days of fishing and fellowship. Several anglers
headed down as early as Sunday to squeeze in a little extra time
on the water before a series of storms moved through the area
early in the week that brought plenty of rain and some devastat-
ing hail.

Many of the local streams quickly turned to what can only be
described as ‘chocolate milk’ While the conditions made fishing
tough at times, our group was up for the challenge and trout
were still caught despite the muddy water. Several members took a break from fishing on Wednesday evening to attend the Coulee
Region Trout Unlimited meeting at Gasser’s Pub, adding a nice opportunity for cross-chapter connection. Thursday night marked our
April Fox Valley Trout Unlimited chapter meeting at the West Fork Sportsman’s Club. We were joined by Nick Voss, head guide at the
Driftless Angler Fly Shop, who shared excellent tips for fishing local Driftless streams and delivered an important reminder about
springtime tick safety. Many thanks to the FVTU board members who provided food for the evening. As the weekend progressed, the
conditions improved.

By Friday, streams were starting to clear and fishing picked up. Saturday proved to be the best day yet, with even better water clarity and
plenty of action. Saturday evening wrapped up with a potluck dinner and campfire at Esofea County Park. Thank you to everyone who
brought food to share and helped make it such a great night. Congratulations to Randy Schultz, who earned the Traveling Angling
Adventure Trophy after catching the most trout on Saturday. A few anglers also managed the coveted Grand Slam - Catching a brook
trout, brown trout, and rainbow trout in a single day. And while we may gently tease those who caught their rainbow from the stocked
pond at Esofea, it still counts.

Not everyone was able to fish the full weekend as a few members headed back to the Fox Valley early to attend the memorial service
for John Hammond, a founding member of Fox Valley Trout Unlimited. John’s contributions to the chapter and his friendship will be

deeply missed.
—Ben Hlablan

(J 1 !';““1’ i':‘.;‘(‘:! 1.!,:.*“ ‘
- l' . % -~ -"p &
great time ta mark your calendars for the Autumn n
"‘;1 n Nigan'’s Upper Peninsula. Our Sep S
ar '*ters Fly Shop in Iron River. Many rs -:J‘-}
se who prefer not to rough it, a qther goo!

hicaug ake Inn, nest ed in the art of the Up

for fire at Pentog: ark some fellowship
o the angler who catehes the most trc
N —_—

.g‘ 2 you




PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

In March we held our elections as part of the annual meeting. I would like to acknowledge Doug Nelson
(now Past President) for leading our chapter, and Dick Stielow, Jim Oates, and Bruce Pennings for serving
on our Board. Thank you for your leadership and commitment to furthering the work of FVTU. In
addition, we elected John Barkmeier as chapter secretary and added new board members, Jim Pickart and
John Leedle.

At the time of writing this message, FVTU has kicked oft the General Inland Trout Season with an “April
Anghng Adventure’, a “Fishing Day for People with Disabilities”, a “Central Sands Celebration’, and the first of this year’s “Habitat/Con-
servation Days”. As always the April Angling adventure showed us Wisconsin’s best Spring weather as we shared 70 degree sunshine,

overnight frost and freezing temperatures, snow, rain, and a tornado warning at the campground. None of this dampened the spirits of
our hardy campers and glampers on our quest for trout. This year we held our 46th Annual Day of fishing for people with disabilities!
Hosted at the YMCA camp in Shiocton, this event allows us to meet new people, reunite with return anglers, and remember those that
are no longer with us. Always a heart-warming, fun, and rewarding day with whooping, hollering and big smiles as our anglers landed
fish. The Central Sands Celebration brought together TU Great Lakes Region, Elliott Donnelley TU (Illinois), and TUCARES (Central
Wisconsin TU and Fox Valley TU) to engage and educate the local community on stream restoration and conservation, elimination of

invasive species, tree planting, fly tying, fly casting, etymology (bugs!), and much more.

Its not quite June, and there is much more to come this Summer: Outagamie County Fair (June 25th), Habitat/Conservation Days (June
20th, July 18th, August 15th, and September 19th), and WITU Youth Camp (August 13-16th). Remember to watch for our MailChimp
emails, and check the website (foxvalleytu.org) for all the details.

In collaboration with the WI DNR, CWTU, FVTU, and our consultant, Merjent, the final version of the Mecan River Watershed Plan is
ready for publication. As part of TU’s Priority Waters Initiative (prioritywaters.tu.org), the Mecan River Watershed Plan will help us
develop a plan, identify projects, and focus our conservation efforts to make best use of our financial resources. Thanks to all of our
fundraising efforts, FVTU will be able to support Wisconsin DNR LTE work crews over the next 12 months with a $34K donation.
Thanks to everyone who donated to the chapter, supported our Cabin Fever Days, and participated in our online sweepstakes. There are
so many supporters to thank, but I would be remiss in not mentioning Wisconsin bamboo rod builder, Scott Grady, for his annual rod
donation that is the grand prize of our online fundraising.

Lastly, a group of TU members from FVTU, CWTU, WITU, and TU National have come alongside our colleagues at the Frank Horn-
berg chapter as they build a new leadership team and revitalize the chapter. We are excited to continue our support of the Frank Horn-
berg chapter under the leadership of Ted Conachen and his new board.

I will wrap up now, as I have been told to keep my messages concise — oops! A big shout out to all the graduates out there and the proud
parents, grandparents, siblings, aunts, uncles, and other supporters that guided them along their respective journeys. Good luck to you
all and remember to be an advocate of trout, our streams, and the outdoors.

. it is the ones that have got away that thrill me the most,
the ones that keep fresh in my memory.
So I say it is good to lose fish. If we didn't,
much of the thrill of angling would be gone.

-Ray Bergman

Mayer’s Mini Leech

Hook: TMC 2488H, 12-18
Thread: Black 8/0

Body: Krystal Flash, Black
Wing: Micro pine squirrel, black
" Thorax: Ostrich herl, black

This fly is from Landon Mayer’s
book “Guide Flies”.



LET S TALK BUGS

A fisher’s story usually attracts our attention easily and we expect to read of fishing successes mixed with a
§ bit of life that trips our memories of past outings with friends and family. This trip started like most, an
annual May trek to the Driftless Region that required little planning beyond the menu, since we had been
rehearsing these trips for more than a decade. The usual streams were fished: North and South Fork of the
Bab Axe, Springville, Duck Egg, Timber Coulee and a few others. Fishing proceeded well enough to keep
pace with our evening story telling.

For the last evening of the trip it made sense to try a new stream or at least one infrequently fished. As my
fishing buddy drove us along County Y, I related the enjoyment of brook trout fishing in Seas Branch Creek
during the Grannom hatch. Throughout the week Grannom were observed flying about, but no strong hatches were encountered. We
decided fishing brookies in Seas Branch would be fun with or without aerial caddis - since we had the best Yooper brookie fly along,
the Betty - nothing else was needed.

My friend fished up from the downstream wooded section and I started
upstream near the transition into the open field section. As usual when entering
a stream I have not fished for a while I search rocks and branches for bugs,
which provide hints for fishing success. I turned over a rock from the riffle I was
standing in and my gut was wrenched with a deep feeling of dread. The rock was
densely encrusted with minute snails, partially smothering cased caddisflies.
Instantly I knew these were invasive New Zealand mud snails (NZMS) and that
this stream would never be the same again.

From the stream, I emailed local Trout Unlimited resources to see if Seas
Branch Creek was known to be infested with this invasive mud snail. While
waiting for responses, we finished fishing in a foreboding mood. When at our
cabin, news arrived that no one knew of mud snails in Seas Branch. The bad
news was shared with other trip members and thankfully our Yooper fisher had
Formula 409 in his vehicle. We spent the next hours scrubbing boots and
waders, saturating them in Formula 409. Since boots are the most difficult to
clean, they were placed in a freezer for the next 11 hours.

The following day after returning home, mud snail identification was confirmed
under a microscope based on US Fish and Wildlife descriptions. For additional
assurance that the identification was correct, a Wisconsin DNR invasive mud
snail website was searched, and to my shock, a link to known Wisconsin NZMS
infestations showed that 17 days earlier WDNR reported NZMS in Seas Branch
where we had fished! But local DNR Fisheries, TU and Driftless Fly Shop were
not in the communication loop. I emailed an alert to local and regional TU
chapters, WNDR fisheries and The Driftless Fly Shop of the DNR verified NZMS infestation in Seas Branch. By the end of the day
many FaceBook alerts and additional emails were shared. (NZMS pictures are mine from Seas Branch Creek). Had we known to
check the DNR website, or had there been warning signage at the fishing access or public notification of the ZNMS infestation we
would have avoided Seas Branch Creek.

Why should we care about NZMS here in Central Wisconsin or anywhere in Wisconsin? If we care, what can we do about it? These
questions will be addressed at the May 30th Summer TU State Council Meeting and in the summer issue of Wisconsin Trout. Briefly
from my perspective, it is worthwhile to prevent NZMS from spreading. NSMS will forever change and influence how our stream
macroinvertebrate and fish communities function. NZMS will successfully compete with macroinvertebrates by aggressively coloniz-
ing their microhabitats where those bugs that are collector scrapers and gatherers feed on periphyton, algae and detritus. The conver-
sion of this food base into NZMS biomass is not efficiently passed to trout populations because mud snails can pass undigested
through the trout digestive system. As a consequence, the normal transfer of food energy within streams is hindered and made less
efficient by negatively affecting community function thereby resulting in less healthy and less robust trout streams. Native collector
gatherer and scraper feeding groups more efficiently transfer energy to grow trout populations.

Our trout streams will continue to exist, but NZMS will become one more impairment to add to a long list plaguing trout streams,
e.g. nutrient loading, pest and herbicide toxicity, smothering effects of erosion, climate change and more. I am compelled to do what
is necessary to reduce the spread of NZMS while trying to enjoy evenings of brook trout fishing that produce stories that end on a
high note.



ADVOCACY.

It is so heartening to see the continuing interest of Fox Valley Trout Unlimited members
learning about macroinvertebrates and sharing what has been learned with youngsters
and adults that visit our FVTU events. For many years FVTUers have conducted bug
monitoring with the WAV Program. Just to mention a few: Tom Janssen, John Barkmeier,
Joe Bach, Norm Christnacht, Jim and Ben Hlaban, Doug Nelson, Tony Publo, Jerome
Hero, Rich Erickson and those that I do not recall. This activity clearly is important for the
protection of our trout streams.

Recently though, there has been an increased level
of intensity to learn macroinvertebrate identifica-
tion and ecology beyond the level of the WAV
Program. Ben Hlaban and Graeme Hodson joined me in a long session learning how to identify the
most common aquatic bugs of our region. This involved microscopic viewing of bugs and use of
advanced taxonomic keys to identify bugs at the family, genus and even species level in some cases.
Learning at this level further enhances their capability to share useful knowledge with the public as
- well as augments ecological understanding useful as stream advocates.

The public responds well when they can see live bugs, as evidenced at the recent Central Sands
Celebration and last summer’s county fair event. Seeing bugs scurrying about stimulates people to
speak, thereby acting as an “ice-breaker” to further discussion and opportunity for engagement.

Thank you FVTUers who seek knowledge of bugs and share your passion with the public. If I can help
you along this path, let me know.

— Tom Lager

*

2026 STREAM RESTORATION/IMPROVEMENT WORK DAYS

Fox Valley Trout Unlimited (FVTU) is again joining forces with Central Wisconsin Trout Unlimited (CWTU)
this year to do stream restoration/improvement work. These events are led by Shawn Sullivan and his
Wisconsin DNR Wild Rose Trout Habitat Management Team and are held the third Saturday of the month
from May through September. The first workday was held on the Mecan River on May 16, 2026 and was part
8 of the Central Sands Celebration. In the recent past, we have worked on the Mecan River, Davis Creek, and
the West Branch of the White River. Examples of the work we do are: brushing, stabilizing stream banks,
installing current deflectors, rocks, and brush bundles, and planting trees.

e
Jerome Flerrb m. We start with coffee and donuts in the early morning and end with a lunch supplied and prepared by CWTU.
Note that Laura Tucker’s cookies and dessert bars are the BEST and are a tasty reward for your efforts!!!

All members and their friends and family are invited to participate. You will receive a “Mail Chimp” email notification about the specif-
ics of each work day and you are kindly asked to RSVP to Mike “Pops” Northham from CWTU so we can plan accordingly. You can
also check the FVTU website and CWTU website for details.

Upcoming Habitat Days are: June 20th, July 18th, August 15th and September 19th. This is a great opportunity to make a difference,
meet new friends, and find new fishing spots!! This is what it’s all about!!




FVTU BOARD MEMBERS 2026

President Board 6 Past President
Graeme Hodson 920-750-9780 Ben Hlaban 920-850-6778 Doug Nelson 920-540-8910
Vice President Board 7 TU Websites
David Coenen  920-841-0603 Jason Bougie 920-850-2418 National FoxValley Chapter
.tu.org
Secretary Board 8 WWW
John Barkmeier 920-716-0502 Jeff Moureau ~ 920-740-5963 http://foxvalleytu.org
Mark Heifner 920-450-4038 Jerome Herro 920-815-7818
Board 1 Board 10 %gfgﬁi‘:‘LK editor
Jim Pickart 920-279-6981 Randy Schultz ~ 920-205-0255 Y
Board 2 Board 11
Tom Lager 920-540-9194 Al Johnson 920-450-2013
Board 3 Board 12
Tony Pudlo 920-427-3426 Chris Firkus 920-460-8206 - -
Please submit your articles & photos to:
Board 4 Board 13 mr.tony54381@gmail.com
Tim DeHart 920-731-2620 ROI’Y Gerow 920-858-3811 cc: |W|indawa|ters@gmai|_com
Board 5 Board 14
John Leedle 920--412-7112

WHEN AND WHERE NIGHTCRAWLERS ARE GOOD BAIT

I was a bit surprised when Tony asked me for an article about a subject that’s taboo for many trout fisher-

men: the “Dark Side”. Most of us caught our first trout on a nightcrawler (or a worm) and spent our early
years fishing this way.

Sometimes, a nightcrawler or worm on a spinning rod is an excellent choice. Nightcrawlers look, smell, and
feel right to trout because they are the real thing. A natural food source presented in a more natural fashion.
It’s the real deal, not imitating anything .

After a heavy rain, worms can be deadly. Worms and nightcrawlers wash into the water and trout are eager
to feed. Also, early in the season when the water is cold, the fish don’t want to burn energy chasing a meal.
To trout, a crawler is a steak dinner with less effort.

Nightcrawlers can be a great choice when the water is darker, and trout rely more on smell than sight. When the water is higher or
deeper. Live bait can also get down into the deep holes where trout may be holding. This year’s April Angling Adventure was a great
example of classic nightcrawler conditions.

Under unique conditions, you can put your nightcrawler in front of a trout when most other bait presentations fail. Examples include
working fallen trees or brush in the water, fishing undercut banks, or probing man-made structures. In extremely windy conditions,
accurate casting can be a challenge. A nightcrawler on a spinning rod can often get you where you
need to be.

When fishing nightcrawlers, I prefer to tear them in a third or a half. Fish upstream when possi-
ble. In some cases, though, a downstream approach is better. Drift the bait under cover and
into holes and do it from farther away. You can also fish from shore and not disturb the fish in
the stream. Since you're not as worried about losing expensive tackle, you can take risks you
normally wouldn’t to reach fish you might not otherwise touch.

Like many of us, I fish catch-and-release, so fishing with crawlers can feel like a moral dilem-
ma. To increase survivability, you can pinch the barb or use a barbless hook. To encourage
mouth-hooking (instead of deep hooking), you can also use a smaller hook and smaller pieces of
nightcrawler.

If a fish does get hooked badly, you can cut the line as close to the hook as possible. A smaller, thinner

hook will rust and dissolve faster. They also give the fish more room to feed while the hook works its way out. Since a
fish caught with a nightcrawler may be more compromised, you need to be especially careful not to play it too

long and to handle it with additional care.



46TH ANNUAL FISHING DAY FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES

The 46th Annual Fishing Day for People with Disabilities was held on
May 9, 2026 at YMCA Camp Shioc located outside of Shiocton, WI.
Over 60 people attended, including fishermen/women and their men-
tors and family members, FVTU members and their wives and family,
and YMCA staff. Anglers caught and kept many of the 15+” rainbow
trout that were stocked two days before. “Catch and Release” was
practiced on the numerous bass and panfish that were also caught.

After fishing, everyone was treated to a delicious lunch including brats,
burgers, hot dogs, sides, and desserts all prepared and served by FVTU
volunteers and their wives. THANK YOU TO ALL WHO HELPED g=
MAKE THIS EVENT ANOTHER SUCCESS!!! Everyone who attended
left with a big smile, a “full belly”, and happy memories!!

— Jerome Herro
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SCOTT GRADY BAMBOO ROD PACKAGE SWEEPSTAKES 2026" WINNER

Fox Valley TU Thanks all of you who participated in this year’s sweepstakes. With the generosity of
Scott Grady, Al Johnson and all who contributed flies we were able to raise almost $2500 for our
stream projects this year. We would like to congratulate Mike Walters who hails from Vaughn Mon-
tana for his winning entry this year. Mike is
excited and impressed with the workman-
ship of his prizes and is currently enjoying
them on his home waters. He is seen here on
the Sun River. We are all jealous of his access
to many streams members of our chapter
have enjoyed. Of course, we do not need to
pack bear spray fishing locally.

— John Barkmeier




THE NEXT GENERATION OF COLD-WATER STEWARDS

A Vision for Engaging Youth and their Families

One of the thmgs I love most about Trout Unlimited (TU) is the people. Over the years, I've had countless conversations with mem-
- 7 ¥ bers who care deeply about cold-water conservation, healthy fisheries, and the places that
Y shaped their love for the outdoors. There’s a recurring theme I hear from members that
say it’s hard to stay actively involved during certain seasons of life, especially when kids’
schedules fill up with practices, games, and activities. At the same time, something inter-
esting is happening around us. Across Wisconsin, and right here in our region, many
| school districts now have high school fishing teams or clubs. These teams are organized,
coached, and highly engaged. They meet regularly, practice together, and compete in
tournaments. For high school kids, these teams provide a sense of belonging and connec-
tion to the outdoors that traditional sports don't always offer. This got me thinking: What
if youth activities didn’t compete with TU involvement, but became a pathway into it?
We've been recently exploring a vision that connects youth engagement, famlly involve-
ment, and hands-on cold-water conservation. ‘-'- e

Each spring, TU CARES partners with the Wisconsin DNR to host the Central Sands Celebra-
tion, which is a weekend long event celebrating the amazing cold-water conservation happen-
ing in the Central Sands region of Wisconsin. Building on this event, we're exploring the idea
of hosting a High School Fly Fishing Competition as a fun and engaging attraction for young
anglers and their families. The competition could be pitched as an annual capstone event that |88
high school teams could progress towards. Additionally, it complements the variety of activi- [
ties already offered during the event from fly casting and fly tying to aquatic insect identifica- §
tion and conservation skills.

Leading up to the Celebration TU chapters would not only have a compelling reason to reach &=
out to their local schools, but theyd be able to pursue a longer-term, more purposeful relation-
ship by offering an a-la-carte menu of engagement offerings like trout fishing basics, casting S
clinics, fly tying nights, bug identification, and habitat education — All while providing students a clear annual goal to work toward.
Just as importantly, this approach creates a natural onboard ramp for families into TU. By design, it isn't just about a single event.
Engagement is fostered through structured progression, beginning with high school teams and extending to family involvement,
followed by participation in ongoing conservation initiatives such as habitat improvement workdays, water quality monitoring, and
redd surveys.

This idea is still taking shape and thats on purpose. If you're interested in helping, volunteering, sponsoring, partnering, or simply
offering feedback, I'd genuinely love to hear from you. Even a short note with your thoughts can help shape what this becomes. Cold
water, wild trout, and the next generation of stewards depend on thoughtful ideas and engaged people. Thank you for being part of
Trout Unlimited—and part of this conversation.

X

CENTRAL SANDS CELEBRATION

Another Spring has passed and so has our 2nd annual Central Sands Celebration on the
Mecan River. We began streamside with invertebrate sampling and identification, fly #
casting, and even a bit of angling. The open-structured slot allows old friends to catch | §
up and new friends to sink into the weekend and get to better understand who we are as
Trout Unlimited and local conservationists. Nothing is asked of anyone during this §
time, and we all get to start the weekend by simply soaking in the public lands and
streams around us.

Of course, the anticipation of an evening of free pizza quickly pulled us shortly down
the road over to the Richford community center for the remainder of the evening. The
refreshment of the air-conditioned hall stirred up plenty more energy and conversations £ a

across the floor, while others delighted in some fly tying. The brightly colored floor

cleaning materials laying among the vices and on hooks were in vogue and are sure to entice the local bluegills, as well as some
unsuspecting trout. Splitting the evening, Chris Firkus gave a presentation to the group on recreation and conservation in the
Central Sands, with a focus on the Mecan River and the newly approved watershed management plan, which was formally anointed
by WDNR just the day before. A prominent theme throughout the talk was the reminder that the plentiful public lands and rivers in
the area are truly ours to enjoy, whether you’re an angler, a birder, a kayaker, or simply a mouth breather. Go out and enjoy them!
Thereafter, we continued on with fly tying, libations, and scheming for the remainder of the weekend.

Celebration continued on page 9



Celebration continued from page 8

Saturday morning began promptly at 8am at the river, centered around what
might pass for a small circus tent, and a field along the side packed in with
vehicles. Introductions were made, the Elliott Donnelley chapter issued a
welcomed donation to the Central TU chapter, and Shawn Sullivan numbered
off volunteers into units after his classic, informative ramblings. Folks enjoyed

brushing, in-stream log placements, and tree plantings thereon throughout the |

Age Trail. Al Sanders again entertained us with his fiddle.

Upon reflection, it’s easy to see where we can improve the event and where wed &
like to see it go. Yet, it’s also clear how we've grown since our inaugural event last |
season. Shooting from the n'ﬁ' -

hip, it appeared attendance “ “t-n ey b

was up 50% and 30% for Frlday and Saturday, respectrvely, and we had propor-
tionally more attendance by non-TU participants. We also filled our available free
i motel rooms at the Mecan Inn. So, we will carry this momentum forward into
@l next year and build upon our successes. We already have some donated seed
money to ensure an even more successful event next season! Thank you to all us
volunteers who helped make it a great event, and thank you to the Great Lakes
staff for their support. We are making a mark on our community.

— Chris Firkus

x*

It's mid-June, and that means one of two things. You're either sleep deprived and earning back on
borrowed brownie points with your spouse, or you're drooling over photos from the first group with
the fat trout they caught in the weeks prior from fishing the hex hatch under cover of darkness. To
be sure, the hatch lingers on, and it will carry northward through the UP in the coming weeks. But
for many of us, it marks a stark transition to our angling season here in central WI. The hex is the
last main hatch of the season, and it comes at a time when daytime water temperatures are reaching
stressful conditions for angled trout. The general consensus is typically to switch over to warmwater
pursuits such as smallmouth, of which we also have tremendous opportunities. For the most foolish
among us, the pendulum swings to night mode for trout.

Specifically, we're looking for that narrow window of the season where the night air temperatures are
such that we don’t land a fog on the water. When that happens, water temperature can drop too quickly and shut the fish down.
But when it lines up right, water temperature will slowly drop into the comfort zone for trout, and they will be searching for a
meal. Don’'t worry too much about the moon. As they say, the best time to go fishing is when you can. But if the moon is out and
bright, work it like the sun. Watch your shadow and silhouette, and work the waters that are in the shadows of trees and banks.

Not being too foolish, we've marked out and schemed locations during spring or past seasons that might work well for night
fishing. It is good practice to have waded a section in day before night. We're generally looking for slower, deeper waters, and often
open meadow sections where the alder won’t gobble up our fly boxes whole. The sort of stuft you might through a big streamer
through in spring is just right. You know the spots.

Is it a moth, a frog, a mouse? We're never entirely sure what we're throwing to trout at night, and we're not sure the trout are
certain either, but it’s usually buggy and it usually is given some action or movement. It can be tossed up and across with a twitch
and pause, or thrown across or down and let to swing. Take the shot you got, and work around the typical structure you might fish
during the day: logs, over hanging vegetation, cutbanks, etc. Perhaps the most critical tactic in the game is the hookset. Hookups
lag far behind eats or blow ups, even with the best experience, conditions, and gear.

The beginner’s cadence is thus: a large trout hits your fly, and it sounds like a bowling ball fell in the water. The angler lifts the rod
immediately, and then they go retrieve the fly out of the tree 15ft above and behind them.

Night Mode continued on page 10



Night Mode continued from page 9

The general consensus to best improve hookups is the following. Do not set the hook until
you feel the fish. It takes nerves of steel and practice, but allowing the fish to turn and take
the fly down with it, clearing any slack, allows for a solid strip set and connection with the
fish. Moreso, if the fish misses the fly the first time, it will often come back to hit it again, if
it’s not in the trees, of course.

Trout feed at night like they do during the day. If they’re on, they’re on. If theyre not, they’re
not. If you haven’t moved a fish in the first hour, it’s generally going to be a slow night. That
may mean only one or two eats over 2-4 hours. But it only takes one connection to make
your entire season. Yet, on some rare evenings, you can enjoy steady action until your arm
is sore. Both can be very memorable and rewarding experiences.

This season can last well into October, so long as the nights are not too cool. This means
at some point, we reckon with the decision to either keep with the momentum of summer nights, or a return to reality for terrestri-
al season...because the yard work can wait and the knees aren’t getting any better. So, grab a friend and get after it. Keep it light
and whimsical, and have some fun with it. Or, if youd like to try your hand at it with an experienced area guide, reach out to us at
sandhillflyfishing.com. Cheers!

— Chris Firkus

ENTERTAINING AT THE FAIR

For many of us, trout fishing is a favorite entertainment. At the 2026
Outagamie County Fair on June 25, we'll have the opportunity to share
that passion with fairgoers. From 1 to 4 p.m., we'll offer casting lessons
and competitions, fly tying, and, always a favorite with kids, a display
of aquatic life found in local streams. Last year was our first time
participating, and our exhibit was so well received that the Fair Associ-
ation invited us back.

Our exhibit works best with plenty of volunteers to help fair goers of
all ages learn about the fishing skills we value. Volunteers will receive a
free season pass to the fair, including parking and admission.

If you can help, please contact Tony Pudlo at mr.tony54381@g-

mail.com. You do not need to be an expert caster or tyer to volunteer. We also need people who can talk with attendees about our
chapter and Trout Unlimited.

Share the joy of fishing with Kids at the fair!



TREASURER'S CORNER

First, I want to do a big shout out and thank you to Al Johnson! Al served the chapter for14 years as treasurer. He shepherded the
chapter into the electronic age, dealing with credit card payment systems, online donation apps, and obtaining various governmen-
tal certificates needed to apply for grants. Personally, I wish to thank him for all the work and assistance he has continued to give,
helping me to transition into the treasurer position.

The chapter had a great fiscal year. This was the result of a combination of factors. Cabin Fever Day was successful at its new venue
at the Fox Cities Expo Center. The other big part of our great year was donations from multiple people and organizations. Employ-
ers often either match donations (sometimes even giving multiples of what their employee donates) or donate based on volunteer
hours. Please check with your employer.

We have received donations from people who wish to remain anonymous, which we honor. Some donors donate to a specific activ-
ity, such as Fishing for Disabilities Day. Those specified donations are honored and held in a restricted fund.

There were a couple of donations that highlight alternate ways to give:
Jim Hlaban, donated through his Wisconsin Water Protection Fund, a living trust.

Sadly, one donation was from the estate of Nate Ratliff, who died in February, 2025. Nate, we'd much rather you were still out there
casting a line with us, but we thank him for remembering the chapter. Please consider remembering the chapter in your will.

Anonymous (5)
Rich Erickson
Tom Lager
Unknown (came via Paypal without identifier)
Diane and John Barkmeier
Mark Heifner
Anonymous Family Fund
Jerome Herro
Doug Nelson
Chris Firkus

Please note, there are several donors included in anonymous as I did not have a way to contact them, or have not yet received
explicit permission to display their names

The areas and requests for funds have only increased. Consider a donation to help recover and preserve cold water habitats.
— Mark Heifner

Trout Unlimited brings people together
across the country to be champions for their rivers
and help make our water cleaner,
our communities healthier and our fisheries stronger.



2026 YOUTH CAMPERS

In the end, we will conserve only what we love;
we will love only what we understand,;
and we will understand only what we are taught.

Baba Dioum

I believe I would be a strong choice for the Wisconsin Trout Unlimited Youth Camp because I am eager to learn, passionate about
the outdoors, and motivated to become a responsible steward of cold-water fisheries. Fishing is more than just a hobby to me, it is
a way to connect with nature, challenge myself, and
appreciate the importance of healthy rivers and
streams. It is especially important to me because I
am on the Neenah fishing team. Attending this camp
would give me the opportunity to deepen my under-
standing of trout ecology, fishing skills and conser-
vation practices while learning from experienced
mentors.

Thank you for accepting my application.

/ Trevin Lapean

I would like to go to the Wisconsin TU State Trout Camp for multiple reasons. First, I
have never trout fished before and would really like to try it. I watched videos about
trout fishing and they made me curious about that kind of fishing. Until I met you and
Ben at the program you put on for our fishing club, I did not know where to go to get
the basics of learning trout fishing.

A second reason is that I love the outdoors and fishing. The camp would be an awesome
opportunity for me to learn about the outdoors and meet other people that share the ==
same interests.

of trout habitat. I am always excited to learn new things
If I am chosen to attend the trout camp it would benefit me in so many ways.
Thank you for your consideration.

Isaac Romberg

If you ever wondered why
fishing is probably the most popular
sport in this country, watch that boy beside
on the water and you will learn.

Author Unknown



