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JOIN US FOR THE APRIL ANGLING ADVENTURE
IN THE DRIFTLESS! APRIL 16-19,2026

-
Spring will be in full swing, and so will the Fox l

Valley
trout! Mark your calendars and gear up for TROUT unuminen

our annual April Angling Adventure, taking

place April 16-19, 2026 in Wisconsin's legendary Driftless Area.
This long weekend is one of the Fox Valley Chapter’s most antici-
pated traditions—four days of fishing spring creeks, reconnecting
with friends, swapping stories around the fire, and enjoying the
Driftless at its very best.

Where to Stay

Many members choose to camp at Esofea County Park in Vernon County, a beautiful and
convenient base camp with great access to local streams. Learn more about the park here:
https://www.vernoncountywi.gov/departments/land_and_water_-
conservation/parks_and_forests/esofea_rentz.php

If camping isn't your thing, don’t worry, there are plenty of nearby motels, inns, and
vacation rentals throughout the Westby, Viroqua, and La Farge areas. Wherever you stay,
you'll be close to world-class trout water.

Kickoft: April Chapter Meeting
We'll officially kick off the week-
end on Thursday, April 16, with
our April chapter meeting at the
West Fork Sportsmen Club near
Avalanche, WI. This is a great
chance to meet up, exchange
fishing intel, and set plans for the
days ahead.

Saturday Night Potluck

On Saturday evening, join us for a
potluck dinner at the Esofea
County Park pavilion. Bring a
dish to share—and bring your
appetite. This gathering is always a
highlight of the weekend, offering
a relaxed, fun atmosphere to
unwind after a full day on the
water.

April Angling continued on page 2



April Angling continued from page 1

A Weekend of Fishing & Fellowship

Whether you're a seasoned Driftless angler or brand new to the region, this weekend offers something for everyone: miles of spring
creek, beautiful valley scenery, and as much camaraderie as you can handle. Fish with old friends, make new ones, and enjoy the unique
charm of an area we're fortunate to have so close to home.

Learn More
Full details, updates, and planning tips can be found on our chapter website:
https://foxvalleytu.org/april-angling-adventure

We hope to see you there—for the trout, for the fellowship, and for another unforgettable Driftless spring.

Tight lines and see you in April!

No man steps into the same river twice,
for it is not the same river
and he is not the same man.

PRESIDENT S MESSAGE

Cabin Fever Day 26 was highly successful. While others will provide the exact figures, in summary, our atten-
dance roughly doubled, and the funds raised for stream restoration nearly doubled as well! It was a terrific day!
Both the event and the speakers' rooms were sponsored by the generosity of SCHEELS, which also provided
funds to add items to our Bucket Raffles. All the lead volunteers were amazing; Ben Hlaban did the lion's share
of the organizing as co-chair, Dave Coenen again provided the best bucket raffles in the state, Tim DeHart's
Silent Auction offered a range of outstanding items to bid on, while Bruce Pennings and Jeff Moureau had
some very nice used equipment and book selections - donations from members. Jim Pickart organized our
first 50/50 raffle and Jim Oates captained the fly casting area. Several other Chapter members helped with
setup and cleanup, making sure the event went off without a hitch. Jason Bougie, Diane Barkmeieir, and Amy
Hodson handled admissions and Rory Gerow and Dick Stielow worked with Tanner, Scott Grady's assistant, to offer not only the rod
raffle that will be drawn in April, but also a chance to build a rod with Scott's supervision and using his state-of-the-art equipment. We
had a great group of fly tyers showing their skills and teaching techniques - Jeff Pogrant, Mike San Dretto, Tom Mulford, Mark Maffitt,
Ted Conache, Bob Haase, Rich Mlodzak, and Bret Horak. Our speaker line up was excellent with Seth Waters, Tim Landwehr, Alisha
Skzrpchak, Tim Schulz, Bill Sherer, Dale Osthoft, and Al Sanders. The rooms were full and the information was great.

Our new venue, the Fox Cities Exhibition Center was outstanding. During my time
with Cabin Fever Day, one venue became a church, another was suitable for a banquet
but not an exhibition, and we overwhelmed a third by filling their parking lot and
affecting nearby businesses. They didn't want us back. The Exhibition Center should
work well for us for a long time. At day's end, only one regret was noted. Since no one
was assigned to get pictures and video, we did not do a great job of documenting the
event. If you took pictures at CFD, please share them!

All of this is indicative of our strength as a TU Chapter. Look at our upcoming events:
Stone Fly Socials, Chapter Meetings, April Angling Adventure, Fishing Day for People
with Disabilities, participation in Habitat Days, Stream monitoring teams, Creel Survey
Teams, presentation at the County Fair, Redd Survey Teams, and ongoing involvement
with TUCARES and the state organization. And, there are opportunities coming up to
be involved as a Board member. It's a great group to work with - good fishers and better friends. If you
would like more information, contact me at 920-540-8910 or dpebnelson@hotmail.com.




LET'S TALK BUGS

Many of us are tying flies in preparation for upcoming fishing trips. Frequently the Pink Squirrel fly occupies
Y a prominent position on our fly lists and frequently I am asked “What bug does the Pink Squirrel represent?”.
g Fortunately I am finally in a position to provide meaningful insights into the natural history of the bug that
prompted the development of the fly and contributed to it’s heritage as a Wisconsin go-to-fly.

Recently I was reading a rather obscure technical entomological journal (*) and discovered this article: “The
observed nocturnal habits and behaviors of Roseus sciurus (aka Pink Squirrel bug) in Streams of the Upper
Mid-West”. The article was short and thereby easily missed or perhaps intentionally shortened by the journal’s
editor in an attempt to withhold salient details from the fly fishing public. However, with careful study I

gleaned the following: Roseus sciurus prefer medium sized rivers of moderate volume flowing over shifting sand substrates interspersed
by gravel bars between bank-side depositional sites of consolidated sticky organic debris. Larvae are omnivorous, feeding on almost any
kind of organic debris found in rivers. The data describing emergence timing and behavior is bleak but sufficient enough to state the
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hatch is restricted to moonless nights in late June during a falling river stage — usually several days after a
substantial rainfall event. It is hypothesized that the unique contrast between star-light and the blackest
of night skies triggers emergence, usually about 11:30pm CST. A hatch is sudden and in the form of dense
groups of winged sub-adults. A high pitched whistling sound generated by their wings rasping against a
thoracic spur (> 10,500 HZ, audible to fisher under 50 years of age) is believed to be a communication
signal encouraging all Roseus sciurus to emerge in mass and follow the leading emergers to a common
staging area adjacent to the stream.

As is obvious that the amount and kinds of factual reporting in the article leaves gaps in the data fishers
would expect in order to pursue fishing the Roseus hatch. Even the picture of the adult dun, the only
known picture ever taken, is of poor quality and that of a dun carefully removed from the wind-shield of
a pick-up truck.

Here is where the article’s author (*) is making a pitch for readers to participate in a research project to

collect, photograph and document the hatch dynamics of Roseus. The chance to participate in research to fill some of the gaps is sched-
uled for June 13-16 , a period of moonless nights. The plan of action for capturing the emerging duns is as follows: Personnel needs - a)
“Netters” are volunteers provided with terrestrial nets for capturing flying duns preferably being fleet-of-foot and capable of whistling at
>10,500 Hz; b) “Silent Sweepers” are volunteers provided with a lengthy willow branch to stir the stream surface. Collection Method:
“Netters” position themselves, while it is still daylight, at a pre-selected quiet spot a considerable distance downstream from a bridge.
“Silent Sweepers” remain at the bridge until 11:00pm then slowly proceed downstream sweeping the surface toward the “Netters”
position by 11:30pm or so. The intent is that sweepers wading downstream sweeping the surface into a disturbance will cause Roseus
sciurus to look up at the inky black star spangled sky and be stimulated to swim-up and emerge to the welcoming whistling of the
netters. Netters while attracting duns by their whistling will skillfully and being nimble-of-foot will net hordes of flying duns as sweepers
cheer them on. When netters and sweepers have completed their tasks, take a few moments to admire the sky and uniqueness of the
evening, then with flashlights on proceed safely to the bridge for sample processing and group pictures.

This unique opportunity awaits those enthusiastic to fill the gaps in our understanding of the pink squirrel bug, and please submit your
requests to participate to the author (**) by April 1, 2026.

And so it is, as you sit on the stream bank, enjoying our Creator’s gifts and having examined the rocks and twigs for bugs, listen carefully
for the whistle of science in action and look forward to answers to the pink squirrel riddle, no matter how foolish.

(*) Avril 1,2025 Author: A. Knip Slerriugs. Annales de la Société Entomologique de Région du Midwest des Etats- Unis. Volume IV,
des pages 33-34.
(**) A. Knip Slerriugs at A.L.L.Smiles@gmail.com
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NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING /
Fox Valley Trout Unlimited will hold its Annual Meeting on Thursday March 19th i
at 7pm in conjunction with our March Chapter Meeting. The meeting will be
' held at Holiday's Pub & Grill, 3950 Richmond Street in Appleton, WI. At this |
| meeting we will hold our Chapter Elections for Officers and Board of Directors
along with any other business that requires a membership vote. The meeting |
will be held in-person and online. All members are encouraged to attend.

' More details can be found on our website’s Calendar of Events:
https://foxvalleytu.org/events/list/




ADVOCACY.

Perhaps you are experiencing “advocacy burn-out”. On a daily basis I am contacted by various groups requesting my attention and many
provide easy access to our Federal or State political representatives via on-line tools that only require minutes to authorize. I even
wonder if we are viewed as “squeaky wheels” and are written off by our politicians as chronic complainers and thereby ignored.

But then I step into Lawrence Creek and fish brook trout or see an enthusiastic youngster learning to tie flies and realize there is still a
great need to work for our resources that make my time and effort worth continuing to advocate.

If you are short on time and energy, select one item to advocate for. If I had only one to select, I would choose to advocate for a Trout
Stamp Fee increase of $6. Increasing the Trout Stamp Fee is directly aligned with Fox Valley Trout Unlimited ’s priorities of fund raising
for trout stream restoration and protection.
Steps to advocacy:
1. Create a communication on your word-processor:
a. Write a one sentence statement of your petition or point of view
b. Write 4 to 5 supporting sentences
2. Find your political representative
a. Congressional representation: https://www.govtrack.us/congress/members/WI
b. State representation: https://legis.wisconsin.gov
3. Open the “contact me” link to your political representer website, paste your communication and hit the send button.
4. Repeat for each political person you intend to contact.

— Tom Lager

~
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Pink Squirrel

Hook: TMC 2487, 12
Wire: Red

w\} Be.ad: Gold

.\ Tail: Krystal flash, pearl
Body: Ice Dub, tan

“.! Hot Spot: Senyo's Laser Dub,
\ . fluorescent fuchsia

Weight: Wire - non-lea

Thread: Ultra thread 140,
fI»uqrescent p_ink

Every cast is a little hope thrown into the water.

— Anonymous



2026 FISHING DAY FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES

The 46th Annual Fishing Day for People with Disabilities will be held May 9, 2026, at the
YMCA of the Fox Cities Camp Shioc located at N5414 Pluger Road, Shiocton, WI. Fish-
ing for stocked trout will begin at 10:00 AM and will end at noon when a lunch will be
served. Volunteers are needed to help the fisherpersons and to help prepare and serve the
meal. Please contact Jerome Herro at 920-815-7818 or jeromeherro@gmail.com by May
1, 2026 if you would like to help out with this fun and rewarding event or if you know of
someone who would be interested in fishing with us. Each fisherperson will bring their
own rod, reel, and tackle if possible. However, bring along a spinning rod and reel to lend
for the day in case of a breakdown or significant tangle. We'll provide the bait and clean
their fish. There is no cost to attend.

Also, as a gesture of appreciation to the YMCA for letting us use their facility at no
charge, we have again offered to help with their annual Spring Cleaning of Camp Shioc.
Work consists of raking and debris pick-up, equipment organizing, and overall cleaning.
Date for this is Thursday April 30, 2026, from 9 AM - 2 PM (Lunch is provided). If you
can help out, please contact Jerome Herro by April 26, 2026.

— Jerome Herro

Fox Valley Trout Unlimited (FVTU) will again team up with Central
Wisconsin Trout Unlimited (CWTU) to work on trout stream habitat
improvement projects in the Central Sands region of Wisconsin. These
events are led by the Wisconsin DNR Wild Rose Trout Habitat Manage-
¢ ment Team and are held the third Saturday of the month from May
SSS bl | through September. In the recent past, we have worked on the Mecan
a3 A River, Davis Creek, and the West Branch of the White River.
Jerome Herrg

We start with coffee and donuts in the early morning and end with a
lunch supplied by CWTU. Examples of the work we do are brushing, stabilizing stream banks, planting trees, and installing current
deflectors, rocks, and brush bundles.

All members and their families and friends are invited to participate. You will receive an email notification about the specifics of each
work day and are kindly asked to RSVP so we can plan accordingly. This is a great opportunity to physically improve the environment,
meet new friends, and to find new fishing spots!!

Whenyou work hard for a po’uple’figh .
~yotr remem be every; detail about j.hem
yo\l cat?h_-to s




FVTU BOARD MEMBERS 2025

President Board 6 Past President
Doug Nelson 920-540-8910 or Ben Hlaban 920-850-6778 Tony Pudlo 920-427-3426
920-731-4693 Board 7 TU Websites
Vice President Jason Bougie 920-850-2418 National FoxValley Chapter
David Coenen  920-841-0603 www.tu.org

Board 8 http://foxvalleytu.or:
Secretary Jeff Moureau 920-740-5963 p: ytu.org
Graeme Hodson 920-750-9780 Board 9 Change of address

Please contact Chris Firkus for help

Treasurer Jerome Herro 920-815-7818 chris.firkus@merjent.com
Mark Heifner ~ 920-450-4038 Board 10 ' yent.
Board 1 Randy Schultz ~ 920-205-0255 ?ffgﬂﬁm editor
John Barkmeier 920-716-0502 Board 11 Y
Board 2 Al Johnson 920-450-2013 Please submit your articles & photos to:
Tom Lager 920-540-9194 Board 12 fTI‘f-ltPf;y543l81@9ma"'9|°m
Board 3 Chris Firkus ~ 920-460-8206 cc: Wlindawalters@gmail.com
Bruce Pennings 920-810-049 Board 13
Board 4 Rory Gerow 920-858-3811
Tim DeHart 920-731-2620 Board 14 J
Board 5 Jim Oates 920-915-8884 0
Dick Stielow 920-722-2121

WIN A SCOTT GRADY BAMBOO ROD PACKAGE

ROD SHOP

Time is running out, get your entries for this wonderful rod and package. The last day to purchase entries is
April 5,2026 at 10PM. The drawing will take place 3 days after the deadline on April 9th.

Get your chance to win now at: https://fvtu.tulocalevents.org/202789

Scott Grady has been kind enough to build another Bamboo Fly Rod for our Spring Fundraiser Sweepstakes.
This year’s rod will be a 4wt, 7', 2pc rod designed with a Wayne Cattanach taper known as the Sir D. It is a great
first bamboo rod for those who fish graphite. Moderately fast action, with a “hinge” for ease in roll casting. The
package includes:

« Rod bag and Tube
 Crown Series Fly Reel by Cortland
o Line: Orvis Hydros WF4

Handcrafted Wood Landing Net by Al Johnson
A box of flies tied by members of the Fox Valley TU Chapter. Extremely effective for trout in Wisconsin waters and beyond.

Fuel up and make the most of your Cabin Fever Day experience!




LAST CALL| APPLY NOW FOR THE 2026 YOUTH TROUT CAMP

The State TU Youth Camp Committee
is currently putting the finishing touch- 48
es on the plans for the 2026 Youth Trout & o
= Camp. Fox Vally Trout Unlimited will
| choose two campers at our April Board
Meeting. That means only a short time
"\ remains to be considered for this year’s
i camp. The free camp is for both boys

and girls between the ages of 12 - 16. |
Applications are available on our website at https://foxvalley-
tu.org/witu-youth-camp/. Please send all applications to Tony
Pudlo, 1148W Ridgeview Dr., Appleton WI 54914. Applications
will also be accepted at this email address: mr.tony54381@g-
mail.com.

All our applications are sent to the camp director even if the

applicant is not chosen by our chapter. Often the Director uses these applications to accommodate
chapters who could not find a camper or if there was a last-minute cancellation. Fox Valley TU asks
for a brief essay explaining why the applicant should attend the camp. Several top campers from past
years have been invited back as Junior Mentors at the camp.

If you know a young person interested in fishing, especially trout fishing, please pass this along to
them. All applicants will be invited to our April Angling Adventure where you can get a head start
on learning and experience a chance to fish with an adult mentor.

I'm not the first to lose a great friend . v

but my point is, cherish the times with your fishing buddy.

When I do get out fishing or camping,

he is always with me in spirit, but it will never be the same again.

JOE BACH

Recently Fox Valley TU lost an active member and good friend. Joe Bach spent 20 years with our
chapter and is remembered as a leader, mentor, steward, conservationist, and great friend. He
served our chapter as President, Secretary, Habitat Work Coordinator, Board Member, and Cham-
pion for “Trout in the Classroom’ at Chilton Area Schools. Joe also volunteered as a Water Action
Volunteer and did stream monitoring for over 15 years.

It was no surprise that Joe was instrumental in starting up a “Trout in the Classroom’ program and
then leading the effort to engage landowners and create easements along Stony Brook in Calumet
County to provide a healthy stream to release trout raised from eggs. Joe loved working with youth
and was most at home finding stream invertebrates and sharing his passion with students at
Chilton Schools field trips. Joe's work on Stony Brook led to the creation of the Friends of Stony
Brook and being the recipient of the 2021 Wisconsin State TU Distinguished Service Award for
Leadership.

Joe valued his family and church, above all his many trout-related pursuits. He will be missed by
family, students, teachers, FVTU members, and many good friends that came to know Joe as a true
gentleman.

Following are some tributes and memories we received from our members.

Joe Bach continued on page 8



Joe Bach continued from page 7
Joe Bach, Stony Brook Original

I had the privilege of knowing Joe for about the last 10 years as a friend, mentor, and steward of Stony Brook. I use the word “gentle-
man” in the very best sense. He was a powerful man but also humble and caring in a way that I aspire to be. Joe was a natural leader
but also made sure that all felt included and valued.Years ago, I was in the habit of taking stream temperatures at a bridge where Stony
Brook crosses County F near Chilton. There I realized the water stayed cold enough to support trout through August. My first call was
to Joe Bach. His immediate response was “let’s take a look and how can I help?” Joe, a long time Fox Valley Trout Unlimited member
and president, offered his unconditional time, expertise, and enthusiasm. While I and others ran the Trout in the Classroom program,
Joe was the true champion of Stony Brook

At Trout in the Classroom field trips, Joe would delight in teaching about stream insects and the kids loved him. His involvement went
way beyond just field trips. Joe took it upon himself to contact many of the landowners along Stony Brook. He gently encouraged
landowners to consider the benefits of conservation easements along their property. Over time, he left a legacy of many miles of
stream improvement that benefited both landowners and the ecology of the stream. I am proud to have served with Joe on the Friends
of Stony Brook Steering Committee, which now has many stakeholders and continues to expand. From a marginal, forgotten put and
take stream, Stony Brook has become a naturally reproducing trout fishery. This would not have happened without Joe Bach.

I will always hold dear the memory of Joe standing thigh deep in Stony Brook with a kick net finding bugs to show students.

Joe Bach was a gentleman.

With Gratitude,
Brad Bowman February 2026

Joe Bach was my friend

I met Joe 13 years ago when I retired and joined Fox Valley Trout Unlimited (FVTU). Joe was the board president at the time, and we
hit it off immediately. Joe sort of took me under his wing and introduced me to all TU had to offer. When he asked me to join the
board during his second or third term as president, I did.

I had just completed trout fishing school, fly fishing school and fly-tying school. Joe and I fished together and participated in stream
monitoring, stream habitat work with FVTU and did quite a bit of exploring trout streams. Dick Steilow, a fellow TU member, joined
us many times.

During one of our forays, we checked out the closest trout stream to us in Calumet County, called Stony Brook. We thought this was
a stream to check into, primarily because FVTU has no trout streams in their assigned area of Outagamie County, and this was close.
We walked most of the stream in winter and again in the spring.

Brad Bowman, a FVTU member and schoolteacher at Chilton Schools, asked Joe about starting a “Trout in the Classroom” program
at their school. Joe immediately jumped into action. Brad successfully received a grant from The Community Foundation for the
materials. The first setup was a great success; it didn't take long for a second trout raising setup to be up and running. Chilton Schools
now have two setups: one in their middle school and one in the high school. This program has now expanded into the Oshkosh School
System.

When you raise trout in a classroom you need some proper water to release the trout into. Stony Brook came to mind. With the assis-
tance of the DNR, Calumet County, and especially Danielle Santry, Water Resource Specialist, it was determined that Stony Brook
could be a stream worthy of trout reproduction. And it was.

Joe rallied landowners to participate in easements for angler access. I don't know how many fish have been released or how many
students participated in the raising and releasing, but more than a thousand students learned about the bugs trout eat, the many
exercises necessary to evaluate a streams health, and even some fly-casting instruction.

Joe valued his church and his family above all. He is also an example of living the Trout Unlimited Mission, “Protect, Conserve, and
Restore North America’s Cold-Water Fisheries and Their Watersheds”. Joe will be remembered for all the wonderful things he has
done and all the people he has mentored and helped. His passion for nature conservancy and his work for FVTU will be a part of his
legacy.

Norm Christnacht

Joe Bach continued on page 9



Joe Bach continued from page 8

Joe Bach

I am surprised that such a force could disappear. Joe left his mark on construction projects, trout streams, and people who needed
his support. I was the Fox Valley TU President when we needed a person to fill that position since I was leaving. Joe jumped in with
both feet like he did with everything in his life. Fearless was his friend in all his adventures. His “good will” was never left behind. He
loved people and his projects. He embraced any calling.

Noel was an exchange student from Nicaragua who helped on stream improvement projects. Noel’s father needed a chain saw. Joe
got him one. I could only see cumbersome shipping requirements and Joe could only see the chainsaw in his father’s hands.

When my wife and I needed to load a truck with some TU equipment to a storage locker, Joe was there with our friends.

When we needed stream monitor volunteers I saw long drives, monthly commitments, and my lack of an adequate science back-
ground. If Joe saw any of that for himself, he kept it a secret.

I liked Joe. He was easy to be around because you knew what to expect. He was dependable and always showed up. My spirit felt safe
in his presence. I could trust him. There was no ill will in his bones. He was a gift as a friend and I will miss him.

Mark Peerenboom

YOUTH SHARE PASSION FOR FISHING, CONSERVATION, AND
TROUT UNLIMITED AT MARCH 19TH MEETING

Do you know any youth interested in fishing and ecology? You and they may want to hear from Lauren Genske and Grant Gabbey
whose experiences at the youth camp and other national TU events have led to a passion in the sport of fishing and nurturing of our
fisheries.

Grant is currently a junior at Appleton North High School and an engaged member of the North Fishing Club. He attended the
Wisconsin TU Youth Camp as a participant and has served twice in the role of youth mentor. Additionally, he took part in the TU
Expedition held in Oregon last summer.

Lauren is currently a freshman at UW Stevens Point Studying Fisheries and Water Resources and has attended expeditions in Mon-
tana, Wyoming and Oregon and will be returning to Jackson, Wyoming this summer. She is a mentor for the Wisconsin youth fishing
camps and STREAM Girls and a member of both Coulee Region and Antigo Chapters of Trout Unlimited, most recently becoming
a board member for Antigo TU.

The Fox Valley Chapter of TU sponsors one and sometimes 2 youth at these summer camps and it would be moving for current
students to learn from their peers how this experience can enhance their appreciation of our cold-water resources.

Lauren will talk about efforts to save trout and related practices in both the Midwest and the West. Grant will talk about his youth
camp and expedition experiences.

Join us Thursday, March 19, 2026, at Holidays Pub and Grill at 3950 N Richmond St, Appleton, WI. People will gather for food and
comradery at 6 with a short business meeting at 7 and Grant and Lauren’s talks to follow.

Lauren

My Biography: I am currently a freshman at the University of Wisconsin - Stevens Point,
studying Fisheries and Water Resources. I have had a love for the outdoors since I was a little
girl, and this passion grew even more through my involvement in Trout Unlimited. I have
been a member of both Coulee Region and Antigo Chapters of Trout Unlimited, most recently
becoming a board member for Antigo TU. I have also been a mentor for the Wisconsin youth
fishing camps and STREAM Girls. Attending the Trout Unlimited Expeditions for high school
and college students has given me my most meaningful memories, as I learned about various
conservation methods and career opportunities. I have attended expeditions in Montana,
Wyoming and Oregon and will be returning to Jackson, Wyoming this summer. Because of
these experiences, I find great joy in sharing my love and passion for Trout Unlimited and am
excited to present to the chapter about these trips and the conservation practices I have
learned that are utilized in both the Midwest and Western states.

Youth Fishing Passion continued on page 10



Youth Camp continued from page 9

Grant

Grant Gabby is a 16-year-old junior at Appleton North High School. He attended the
Wisconsin TU Youth Camp, starting as a camper sponsored by FVTU, and later
returning twice to serve as a youth mentor. Grant also took part in the 2025 TU
Expedition in Oregon. In addition to his involvement with the North High School
Fishing Club, Grant plans to further explore the trades by pursuing an apprentice-
ship this summer. He will present:

2025 youth TU expedition to Oregon
Grant Gabbey, a 2025 Oregon expedition attendee, will recap the 2025 trip, topics
will include touring dam removal sites, teaching youth about aquatic insects, amazing Pacific Northwest fishing, and much more.

— John Barkmeier

The River Why by David James Duncan (1983) is a coming-of-age novel that
combines humor, philosophy, and environmental themes through the lens
of fly-fishing and life in the Pacific Northwest.

Synopsis

The novel is narrated by Augustine “Gus” Orviston, a young man raised in a
family obsessed with fishing. His mother prefers bait fishing while his father
is a strict fly-fishing purist, and their constant arguments drive Gus to leave
home after high school.

Seeking independence and simplicity, Gus moves into a remote cabin along
ariver in Oregon. He sets up an “ideal schedule” where his entire life revolves
around fishing — eating, sleeping, and fishing for thousands of hours each
year.

At first he believes this solitary lifestyle will bring fulfillment. Instead,
several experiences shake his certainty:

He witnesses environmental damage to the rivers he loves.

He finds the body of a drowned fisherman, confronting mortality.

He begins interacting with neighbors and an eccentric
philosopher-like friend who challenges his worldview.
During this time he meets Eddy, a talented fisherwoman
whose independence and intelligence attract him. Their
growing relationship pushes Gus to rethink his isolated
life and consider the importance of love, community,
and responsibility.




