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DECEMBER 2025

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
We're focusing on Cabin Fever Day for this issue and 
this year there's a lot to write about. �ere 
will be some pretty obvious changes - for 
the better we hope. Last year, we �lled 
10,000 square feet at Tanners Grill and Bar 
and had the best year ever. �e people at Tanners had been incredi-
bly generous with us, renting the venue for a very low price and 
providing meals that we could sell at a nice pro�t while still being 
fair with our members. �e trouble was, while we did well, Tanners 

did not. �eir parking lot was full all day so their restaurant and bar customers headed 
somewhere else, thinking they were �lled.

In the three years I’ve coordinated this event, this is the fourth venue we've been scheduled 
to use. I was at the Autumn Angling Adventure two years ago when I got a call that the 
Grand Meridian had been sold and was to become a church before our event - we didn't �t 
into their plans. So, we quickly pivoted to Bubulz Nature Center and had a nice banquet 
catered by Van Abel’s. Last year, we le� covid mostly behind and returned to the expo 
format with good success.

Finding a venue is one of the most di�cult, and most important, part of organizing Cabin 
Fever Day. Several have closed in recent years and I wanted to avoid last minute changes 
and the year a�er year search for a location. We’ve selected the Fox Cities Exhibition Center 
for this year, and presumably several subsequent years. It is set up for an event like ours, is 
centally located in downtown Appleton, and won't likely become a church at the last 
minute. We were concerned about parking, but leaving your car all day in the hotel ramp 
costs $6 and you can get to the exhibition center from that ramp without having to leave 
overhead cover. We looked at other sites, but none o�ered savings or as much as the Exhibi-
tion Center. We’ll have a food truck on the �oor with a good selection. So, Cabin Fever Day 
will be 24 January 2026 with the doors open at 10 AM and the lights out at 5. �e Exhibition 
Center is at 355 W Lawrence St in Appleton.

�e other issue we faced this year is that it's costing more to do our work. Prices are rising 
and government funding has shrunk, but we still want to carry out our work preserving and 
restoring cold water environments. So, we’re expanding the event to include other ways of 
�shing and other �sh to pursue. Part of this decision is that we’re hearing more interest 
from our members about �y �shing for �sh other than stream species and even other ways 
of �shing. By expanding our scope we hope to attract a greater audience.

�e great news is that our event and the speakers' stage will be sponsored by Scheels of 
Appleton. Because of their generosity, raising the funds we need will be easier, but still not 
a sure thing. We’ll still rely on our members as well as the greater �shing community, to 
come to enjoy the event, listen to great speakers, buy bucket ra�e tickets and used equip-
ment, and take something home from the silent auction. We'll still have high quality items, 
eight speakers covering more aspects of �shing, a casting area to test out a variety of rods, 
terri�c exhibitors including shops and guides, �y tyers, and our non-pro�t partners. 

DOUG NELSON

President’s Message continued on page 2
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Because we’re expanding in what we o�er and the size of the venue, we’ll need more volunteers. People will be needed to help people 
�nd the speakers' area, make sure the AV is working, be on the �oor to answer questions, help with selling 50/50 ra�e tickets, ensure 
the casting area is working well, and work at our tables as well as set up and clean up. If you can volunteer, please call Doug Nelson at 
920-540-8910 or email dpebnelson@hotmail.com or Ben Hlaben at 920-850-6778 or ben@twinspruce.shop. To keep up with all the 
current o�erings at the event as well as purchase discounted tickets up until the day before, visit foxvalleytu.org.

President’s Message continued from page 1
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— Tom Lager

ADVOCACY
Cabin Fever Day is more than a fundraising event for Fox Valley Trout Unlimited. �is claim may be a surprise to some readers; howev-
er, over the past 10 years funding from grants (Federal, State and Trout Unlimited sources) has easily surpassed revenues from CFD. �e 
revenue CFD generates is easy to measure, track and discuss – and we do a great job of that.
 
�e other currency that CFD owns and is a steward of is not as easily observed and measured.  It is that CFD is a signi�cant part of Fox 
Valley Trout Unlimited culture. CFD represents what FVTU stands for and values. We try to put some dimensions around it e.g. count-
ing the number of chapter participants and the hours invested, but we know it is more than that. It is about stu� that is less tangible, but 
arguably more important like relationships, comradery, shared experiences, having fun, hopes for the future and recalling those no 
longer with us  . . . the list can go on.

�is is not to put down the serious and dedicated e�orts to raise funds, but to keep a proper balance regarding how we raise funds and 
how we are FVTU’ers active and participating in our FVTU Culture. 

So bring your whole family, bring your kids to Cabin Fever Day, be active, enjoy the welcome and engage in building relationships, 
enhancing camaraderie, sharing experiences and having fun! Come and enjoy the live bugs display too – the kids love those crawling 
critters.

LET'S TALK BUGS
When the invisible is detected by those with better eyesight, it is time to fall back on experience and search for 
a few con�rming clues. �is was the case as I stood in the Waupaca River on a “warmish January a�ernoon”. A 
�ock of cedar waxwings were slowly �uttering about the shoreline moving upstream toward me. Within 
minutes they darted to mid-stream high over the river snatching the invisible from the air. �e waxwings 
perched on high branches along the stream and with determined frequency dashed to their aerial prey. Clearly 
waxwing eyesight surpassed mine. I felt foolish in my inability to see what they were catching but I knew how 
to obtain a few clues. Straining the river surface through a bug net showed the tiniest midges. Really this was 
not a surprise, just con�rmation of past experiences.

Midges are ubiquitously present all months of the year, in all types of trout water from headwaters to large rivers. Midges are consistently 
available to their predators, either as larvae, pupa or adult life forms. Consequently, �shers that carry a range of �ies mimicking midges 
reap the expected reward. Check out and tie Jesse’s �y pattern in this issue of Trout Talk. While there are many midge �y patterns to 
select from, one of my favorite adult midge patterns comes from Ken Iwamasa, �e Midge Emerger. 

�e Midge Emerger was designed by Iwamasa for �shing the Frying Pan River, where trout feed 
predominantly on midges in the tail-water �shery section of the river. Fortunately before traveling to 
Wyoming on-line searches recommended this emerger �y as a solution to the problem of catching 
highly educated midge feeding rainbows. �e recommendation was absolutely correct. I �shed the Fly 
Pan River with Al Johnson, Jim Jemkin and Don Clouthier and my frustration level peaked as I tried to 
catch trout that literally swam among the numerous �shers taking turns �ailing �y lines across the river. 
I recalled I had tied the Iwamasa emerger midge pattern for the trip. In a size #20 tied to 6x tippet and 
played for 15 minutes showed it was the solution. It was the only �y that my trout would take. I am sure 
other patterns worked as well, but the veteran and local �shers held their secret �ies close to their vests. 
�e Iwamasa midge emerger works well in Wisconsin too.

So why are midges so important to �y �shing. Simply it is because midges are a very successful aquatic insect well adapted to trout 
streams. �e number of aquatic midge species in Wisconsin is not completely understood, some studies documented as many as 250 
species within a river. Midges are included in all functional feeding groups (grouped by behaviorally adapted feeding habits) within 
rivers, thereby fully occupying all niches and microhabitats where they convert dead (decaying leaves, woody materials) and living 
organic (algae, aquatic plants and other bugs) materials into biomass. While they are small in size, their abundance and availability to 
feeding trout makes them one of the most important sources of energy to trout of all ages.

�e wintertime activity of some adult midges is made possible by a unique mechanism that enables them to produce an internal 
antifreeze. �e mechanism is catalyzed by an enzyme (glycogen phosphorylase) that is stimulated into action by cold temperatures. �e 
enzyme metabolically transforms glycogen within the body into glycerol and mannitol alcohol based antifreeze. Consequently, we 
observe these midges on snowy landscapes, in aerial �ights that winter birds take advantage of and on stream surfaces where trout rise 
to feed.

So when these tiny midges are detected, they can make our day. It is up to us to realize this and have secured a few favorites �ies in our 
�y boxes for the occasion. And of course, when we sit leaning against the creek bank and pick up a few rocks midges will be there – 
knowing our Creator put them there for a reason.

Tom Lager



It’s that time of year again and I get the pleasure of lining 
up the items for the Cabin Fever Bucket Ra�e.  For me it’s 
like being a little kid in a candy store!  
 
�is is the precursor to the annual event where we raise 
money to improve cold-water resources throughout the 
area.  We hope this list gets you excited about the bucket 
ra�e portion of the Cabin Fever event.
 
We have several high-end items that will make your ticket 
purchases worth the investment.  For example, for the �y 
�shermen, an Orvis Helios D 905-4 Rod worth almost 
$1,100.  For you spin casters, this year we will have a good 
selection of spinning rods and reels from walleye to bass, for example, a TFO Resolve Bass Spinning Rod with a retail price of almost 
$300.  In addition, we will have TWO youth packages: one for �y �shing and one for spin �shing. Total value of bucket items will 
exceed $12,000 this year!
 
We also have some fun surprises coming your way and as a reminder when you purchase bucket ra�e tickets you get an extra door 
prize ticket for random drawings throughout the day.  �e more you purchase, the more chances you have to win! Get ready for a great 
day of learning and talking �shing as you must be present to win when the Bucket Ra�e items are drawn towards the end of the day!
 
To get a sneak peek at many more of the items that will be available, be sure to follow us on Facebook at Fox Valley Trout Unlimited 
for weekly teasers.  
 
If you would like to donate a Bucket Ra�e item(s), please do not hesitate to reach out to me.

Dave Coenen   920-841-0603
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BUCKET RAFFLES WORTH $12,000 

�e famous Stone Fly Socials begin January 13th at the Stone Yard o� CTY JJ (East 
Edgewood Drive) at 7:00 pm.  We will meet every two weeks on Tuesdays, at the 
same time and place from January 13th until March 24th.  Please bring your 
friends, neighbors, and work mates to a great time of sharing in the o�-season.  
See the many kinds of �ies created by our members to attract that big �sh that got 
away last year.
 
Many of us stop in early and enjoy some of the �ne cuisine at the Stone Yard.  Join 
us for a chance to meet fellow anglers, and hear the mostly believable stories from 
last season.  
 
You don’t have to tie to have fun at this event.  Learn about making jigs for ice 
�shing and if we can talk Dan Geddes into coming some night, we can see a 
master build spinners.  Our own bug expert, Tom Lager, can help you design �ies 
that match the behavior of natural invertebrate trout food.   �is event is an oppor-
tunity to learn from the many years of experience of those attending each evening.
 
Join us for a great way to warm up the winter doldrums. See you this winter.

MEET TROUT FRIENDS AT STONE FLY SOCIALS 

. . . �y tying is the next best thing to �shing,
it is the sort of licking of the lips 

that eases a thirsty man in the desert.
Arthur Ransome

“Fly Tying in Winter”
Rod and Line (1929)



5

Join us on Saturday, January 24, 2026, from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM at the Fox Cities Exhibition Center in downtown Appleton.  �is 
new, larger venue is going to help make this year’s event the biggest and best yet!

Presented by Fox Valley Trout Unlimited and proudly sponsored by SCHEELS, Cabin Fever Day is more than a gathering, it’s a 
fundraising event supporting the conservation of our local cold-water �sheries.  Your participation helps protect and restore the 
streams and habitats that sustain trout and other species for generations to come.
Come for the fun, stay for the cause, and be part of a community dedicated to preserving the waters we love.

Expert Insights!
�is year, we are featuring dual speaker tracks designed to o�er something for every angler.

• Trout Fishing Presentations:
 o Streamer Tactics – Chris Firkus & Ted Conachen
 o Tightline & Euro Nymphing Tactics – Al Sanders
 o Anatomy of a U.P. Fishing Season – Tim Schulz
 o Presentation and Strategies for Fishing the Dri�less – Dale Ostho�
 o Beginner and Intermediate Fly Tying – Bill Sherer

• General Freshwater Fishing Presentations:

Covering open-water and hard-water tactics for species like bass, northern pike, and musky. Topics will include seasonal strategies, 
gear tips, and more!

Whether you’re passionate about trout or looking to expand your skills across multiple species, these sessions are packed with practi-
cal advice and insider knowledge you won’t want to miss.

Try Your Hand at Fly Casting!
Ever wondered what it feels like to cast a �y rod?  You’ll have the chance to experience it �rsthand!  A variety of rod representatives 
will be on-site with an impressive selection of rods for you to try.  Whether you’re a seasoned angler looking to test the latest gear or a 
beginner curious about the sport, this is your opportunity to step up, grab a rod, and feel the rhythm of �y casting.
Stop by anytime during the event and give �y casting a try—no experience required!

Fly Tying Demonstrations – See the Cra� in Action!
Watch the magic happen as some of the area’s most talented �y tyers sit down at their benches and create their favorite patterns right 
before your eyes. Whether you’re a seasoned angler looking for new ideas or just curious about the art of �y tying, this is your chance 
to learn tips, ask questions, and gain insight into the creativity behind every �y.
Stop by anytime during the event to experience the skill and passion that make �y tying such an essential part of the sport!

Used Books & Gear Sale – Great Deals Await!
Looking to expand your �shing library or upgrade your gear without breaking the bank?  We have a boatload of used books and 
�shing equipment at prices that are hard to beat. From classic angling reads to quality rods, reels, and accessories, you’ll �nd plenty of 
bargains to help you save money while gearing up for your next adventure.
Stop by the sale area and discover hidden gems—because great gear doesn’t have to come with a big price tag!

Discover the Bugs Trout Love!
Get an up-close look at the fascinating world beneath the surface with our Live Aquatic Insect Exhibit.  Local “bug expert” Tom Lager 
will showcase a variety of aquatic insects found in our streams - �e very creatures trout love to eat!  Guests can view these insects 
under a microscope for an incredible, detailed perspective.
�is exhibit is always a kid favorite, sparking curiosity and excitement.  It’s also a must-see for �y tyers looking to create more realistic 
patterns inspired by nature.  Stop by and explore the hidden life of our waters!

Enter the Scott Grady Bamboo Fly Rod Package Sweepstakes!
Don’t miss your chance to win an extraordinary bamboo �y rod package cra�ed by legendary rod builder Scott Grady. �is premium 
package will be on display at Cabin Fever Day, so you can see the cra�smanship up close.
Entries will be accepted online, and the sweepstakes will run through April, giving you plenty of time to participate.  Please note: the 
winner will NOT be announced at the event, so be sure to check back a�er the sweepstakes closes!
�is is a rare opportunity to own a piece of �y �shing artistry—make sure you enter for your chance to win!

Fox Valley Trout Unlimited Presents:  
Cabin Fever Day 2026 Sponsored by 

4 Cabin Fever Day continued on page 6



FVTU BOARD MEMBERS 2025
President 
Doug Nelson 920-540-8910 or  
920-731-4693

Vice President 
David Coenen 920-841-0603

Secretary 
Graeme Hodson 920-750-9780

Treasurer 
Mark Heifner 920-450-4038

Board 1 
John Barkmeier 920-716-0502

Board 2 
Tom Lager 920-540-9194
Board 3 
Bruce Pennings 920-810-049

Board 4
Tim DeHart 920-731-2620

Board 5 
Dick Stielow 920-722-2121

Board 6 
Ben Hlaban 920-850-6778

Board 7 
Jason Bougie 920-850-2418

Board 8 
Je� Moureau 920-740-5963

Board 9 
Jerome Herro 920-815-7818

Board 10 
Randy Schultz 920-205-0255

Board 11 
Al Johnson 920-450-2013
Board 12 
Chris Firkus 920-460-8206

Board 13
Rory Gerow 920-858-3811

Board 14 
Jim Oates 920-915-8884

Past President 
Tony Pudlo 920-427-3426

TU Websites 
National FoxValley Chapter
www.tu.org 
http://foxvalleytu.org

Change of address 
Please contact Chris Firkus for help
chris.�rkus@merjent.com

TROUT TALK editor
Tony Pudlo 

Please submit your articles & photos to:
mr.tony54381@gmail.com

cc: lwlindawalters@gmail.com

Multiple Chances to Win Big!
It isn’t just about learning and connecting, it’s also your chance to take home incredible prizes! �roughout the event, you’ll have lots 
of ways to win, including:

 • General Door Prizes – Just for attending!

 • 50/50 Ra�e – Walk away with cash!

 • Bucket Ra�e – Enter to win amazing gear and �shing essentials.

 • Silent Auction – Bid on unique items and experiences you won’t �nd anywhere else.

 • Build Your Own Bamboo Fly Rod Ra�e – 
Win an exclusive opportunity to cra� your own custom rod with legendary builder Scott Grady.  �is is an extremely special o�er 
and there will be a limited number of entries sold, so get tickets while they last.
Don’t miss out - Each ticket sold helps support conservation of our local cold-water �sheries while giving you a chance to win some-
thing great!
Explore Our Exhibitor Floor
Discover the heart of our local �shing community at Cabin Fever Day!  �e exhibitor �oor will feature an outstanding lineup of local 
�y/tackle shops, professional guide services, and specialty vendors o�ering gear, �ies, and expert advice.  Whether you’re looking to 
upgrade your equipment, plan your next adventure, or connect with passionate anglers, this is your chance to explore and learn all in 
one place.
Delicious Food & Refreshments On-Site!
Come hungry - On the Fritz Concessions will be serving up classic American favorites right inside the Fox Cities Exhibition Center.  
Enjoy a variety of tasty options and beverages while you explore the event, attend presentations, and connect with fellow anglers.

Fuel up and make the most of your Cabin Fever Day experience!

Cabin Fever Day continued from page 5
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NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING

Fox Valley Trout Unlimited will hold its Annual Meeting on Thursday March 19th 
at 7pm in conjunction with our March Chapter Meeting.  The meeting will be 
held at Holiday’s Pub & Grill, 3950 Richmond Street in Appleton, WI.  At this 
meeting we will hold our Chapter Elections for Officers and Board of Directors 
along with any other business that requires a membership vote.  The meeting 
will be held in-person and online.  All members are encouraged to attend.  
More details can be found on our website’s Calendar of Events: 
https://foxvalleytu.org/events/list/



CABIN FEVER MEMORIES 2025
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Tony Pudlo

foxvalleytu.org

Sponsored by

A Freshwater Fishing Expo and Fundraiser

EXHIBITORS

Tightlines

Wolf River Fly Shop

Dark Waters Fly Shop

Fall Line Outfitters

Superior Outfitter

We Tie It Fly Shop

Hawkeye Fly Tyer

Madison Fly Fishing Co

AZ Creative Art

The Flying Musky Guide Co

Driftless Nets

Spey Co Fly Reels

Firl Outfitters

FLY ROD BRANDS

Douglas

Scott

Orvis

Echo

Thomas & Thomas

Winston

TFO
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INVITATION TO TT MEMBERS
Our newsletter, TROUT TALK, connects our Fox Valley TU community. We invite you to participate by 
sharing your stories with all of us. �e deadline for our next issue is February 19th. Please send your stories or 
even a captioned photo to Tony Pudlo, mr.tony54381@gmail.com. All of us together form a community of 
optimists. Each time we go �shing, we anticipate a great catch. Yet, despite the outcome of the day, we keep our 
passion for the enjoyment of cold clean rivers in Wisconsin. Many of you can relate a special story or 
captioned photo and share it with our community of FVTU. It could be a special place you �shed, or a humor-
ous experience, or even a special remembrance of a �shing friend, parent or grandparent. All these stories 
connect us together. Let’s hear yours. �anks,

Tony Pudlo, Editor

WHAT DOES TROUT UNLIMITED MEAN TO ME?
Recently retired from the role as Treasurer of Fox Valley Trout Unlimited, I was asked to give some thought to
subject topic. Bear with me as I assemble a rambling account of my experiences.

I joined Trout Unlimited a�er receiving a mail solicitation from TU National. I paid the dues and learned I
was assigned to the Fox Valley Chapter. My original reason for joining TU was to learn more about trout
�shing: where to �sh; how to �sh; best equipment and supplies to use.

My perception of TU was that of being a “�shing club”. My �rst chapter meeting was not impressive. 
A fair-sized crowd was there, but no one introduced themselves. �ere was a lot of socialization 
amongst old members as I sat and observed. �e meeting started, then ended, and I went home. 

A�er attending a few more meetings and becoming engaged with people, I was approached about 
becoming a Board member. A few months later, I was asked to become the chapter Treasurer. 
�at is when my eyes were opened up to the true mission of TU.

Despite my auspicious start with the chapter, I have developed deep and long-lasting relationships with like-minded individuals who 
were a driving force of the organization. �e bonus was that I fell into a group of members who became great �shing partners! I will 
cherish these relationships forever.

I have been inspired by 3 very di�erent groups of people in the organization. First are the many long-time dedicated members who give 
unsel�shly to the chapter. �ese people are consistent donors of their time, talents as well as �nancial support. �e second group (of 
which I may be graduating into) are those in the twilight of their �shing and involvement years. Many of these people leave a lasting 
impact by making legacy donations to the chapter. And third, is the young people who have joined the chapter and have stepped up 
into leadership roles.

Group 3 is a very refreshing group of people. TU has a reputation of being an organization of gray-hairs. I, as a no-hair, was guilty of 
clinging to the old ways of doing things. �e new group has new ideas that will carry the organization into the future.

My �nal thought on this question is to say “thank you” to Trout Unlimited. I was a card- carrying, baby-boomer workaholic. I was 
scared to death of retiring, as my lifetime reward was working hard, getting ahead and making a di�erence. My involvement on the 
Board and in the Treasurer role allowed me to have a gentle transition to retirement. And, I learned that I no longer had to “get ahead”. 
I simply had to use my skills to try to “make a di�erence”.

Al Johnson

�e most indispensable item in any �sherman’s equipment is 
his hat. �is ancient relic, with its battered crown and

well-frayed band, preserves not only the memory
 of every trout he caught, but also the smell.

Corey Ford
“Tomorrow’s the Day” (1952)

9



SPECIAL EVENING SCHEDULED FOR DECEMBER MEETING
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Jesse Walters

Trout friends are best at Christmas.  Join Fox Valley Trout Unlimited at our December Meeting on Tuesday December 16th at the Capi-
tol Center on Capitol Drive just o� Richmond Street for a night of Fun and Friendship.  �ere will be pizza at the party for a donation.  
Pizza starts at 6:00 pm and the program at 7:00. 
 
We especially invite anyone with a 12 - 16 year old girl or boy interested in the unique Youth Trout Camp o�ered by Wisconsin Trout 
Unlimited.  We planned a short program with information about the 4-day camp experience o�ered from August 13 – 16, 2026.  Appli-
cations and a camp brochure will be ready at the meeting.  �e summer program is paid for by TU Chapters over the state.  FVTU has 
a recent record of getting many of our applicants into the camp.  Learn about this awesome opportunity.

We also o�er entertainment about a photographic excursion into Yellowstone National Park presented by an area Nature Photographer, 
Doug Nelson.  �is is a family event and all are welcome to attend.  We are especially looking for former FVTU Campers.  
Let Tony Pudlo, mr.tony54381@gmail.com  know how many of your family will attend.  
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from your friends at

Hi-Vis Midge
Hook: Daiichi 1140, 18

Thread: 6/0 Gray Uni

Body: 6/0 Gray Uni

Rib: Copper wire (fine)

Wing: Fluorescent Orange Para
            post wing

Thorax: Gray dubbing, superfine

Hackle: Grizzly
                    



Don’t miss these chances to have your own Scott Grady Rod.  

Scott has been incredibly generous in providing our chapter fundraisers with his custom-built bamboo rods for the past several 
years.  His generosity has provided thousands of dollars of support to the FVTU mission in preserving our cold-water habitat.
�is year there will be 2 opportunities.  At Cabin Fever Day 2026 we will have a ra�e of 100 $25 chances to win the ability to build 
a custom bamboo rod of your choice while mentored by Scott himself.  Not only will this be matched to your preferred �shing 
experience but will be a legacy rod that you built.  �e drawing will be at 3PM of the event and you will work with Scott on a sched-
ule this spring to bring your rod to life! With 100 entries your odds of winning are good!

FVTU will again have a Sweepstakes Featuring a bamboo rod by Scott Grady. �e sweepstakes will begin on December 8,2025 
and entries can be purchased until April 5, 2026, with the drawing to be done electronically at 1AM on April 9, 2026. 
Check our website in December to enter. https://foxvalleytu.org

�is year's rod will be a 4wt, 7', 2pc rod designed with a Wayne Cattanach taper known as the Sir D.  It is a great �rst bamboo rod 
for those who �sh graphite.  Moderately fast action, with a "hinge" for ease in roll casting. 

�e package includes:
 Rod bag and Tube
 Crown Series Fly Reel by Cortland 
  Machined and Anodized
  Aircra� Grade Aluminum
  Center Disc Drag
  Mid Arbor Spool Design
  Over-sized Drag Knob
  Wide Drag Range
  Le�/Right Retrieve
  Neoprene Reel Bag
 Line: Orvis Hydros WF4
 Handcra�ed wood landing net 
 A box of �ies tied by members of the Fox Valley TU Chapter. Extremely e�ective for trout in Wisconsin waters and beyond.

You will be able to see the package at Cabin Fever Day 2026.

John Barkmeier

CABIN FEVER DAY SCOTT GRADY RODS FOR 2026 

2025 Bamboo Rod Winner
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THANK YOU TO OUR 20+ YEAR SPONSORS
Cabin Fever Day would not be successful without support from a variety of businesses donating time, �shing items, expertise, and 
labor. We have come to count on them, but not take their generosity for granted. Two of our sponsors have been with us from our 
earliest events; recognizing their contributions as we grow and expand is essential.

Scott Grady builds beautiful handmade bamboo rods. Each rod is planned to �t the casting 
style and skill of the person for whom it is constructed as well as the anticipated �shing condi-
tions. Also, Scott is the source of quality bamboo “sticks” for many regional rod builders 
because he buys in quantity from an importer. Over several years, he has donated rods valued 
in total at over $60,000 to various TU organizations. Fox Valley TU has ra�ed his rods at 
many Cabin Fever Days; we are very grateful to have enjoyed this relationship. �is year, in 
addition to donating a rod, Scott is o�ering an opportunity to a lucky winner to build their 
own rod using his expertise and equipment. �is is a unique opportunity and a limited 
number of chances will be sold. Visit his booth this year to see the quality of his work and 
meet Tanner, his skilled apprentice.

Tim Landwehr, owner of Tightlines Fly Shop is 
another 20+ year sponsor. Tim’s shop, between 
Appleton and Green Bay, is the place to go for quality 
smallmouth �shing trips, some of the best equip-
ment and supplies for �shing and �y tying, and information on current conditions. Tim has 
helped us with donated or discounted merchandise, consultation on the items we purchase 
for bucket ra�es, and entertaining presentations at many Cabin Fever Days. You'll enjoy 
stopping by his booth for lively conversation, good advice, and to meet with friends.

It is the constant - or inconstant - change, 
the in�nite variety in �y-�shing that binds 

us fast. It is impossible to grow weary of 
a sport that is never the same on any

two days of the year.
�eodore Gordon (1914)
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